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EDITOR’S NOTE

The Good Fight

At  t h e  F t . 
Lauderdale 
meeting of 

ESA, the society 
passed a resolu-
tion opposing the 
teaching of intel-
ligent design in our 
schools. This reso-
lution is another 
step in the long his-
tory of American 
entomologists’ support of Darwin and his 
theory of evolution. As I wrote in American 
Entomologist in 1995, Darwin (1859) called 
on his American colleagues to help counter 
entomological opposition to On the Origin 
of Species. Darwin (1871) even cited the 
first American Entomologist by name in the 
Descent of Man. This was a far cry from 
the reaction of British entomologists, whose 
opposition, he claimed, would hold natural 
selection back for half a century.

Intelligent design explains nothing. It 
merely tries to explain currently unknown 
aspects of biology with a greater unknown. 
It will not help us understand how insects 
evolve resistance to pesticides, so that we 
can provide more food for a hungry world. 

It will not help us understand how pathogens 
evolve, so that we can better heal the sick. 
It will not help us understand diversity and 
thereby protect our resources. Intelligent 
design does not advance our knowledge. 

As entomologists, we should refute 
the notion of intelligent design at every 
opportunity. Although some might see it 
as “preaching to the choir,” this issue of 
American Entomologist shows that insects 
provide ample evidence of the evolutionary 
process and its role in the origin of species. 
It provides a historical perspective to show 
how entomologists have dealt with these 
concerns in the past. This issue is part of an 
ongoing fight—and our responsibility—to 
protect the logical foundations of science 
and the intellectual curiosity of our next 
generation.
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