
SOUTHEASTERN BRANCH-ESA 

2017-2018  

OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 

  

Executive Committee 
Stephen Lapointe, President 
Oscar Liburd, President-Elect 
Juang-Horng ‘JC’ Chong (2018), Secretary-Treasurer 
Amanda Hodges (2018/21), Secretary-Treasurer-Elect  
Tim Schowalter (2019), Gov. Board Representative 
Alton “Stormy” Sparks (2018), Member-at-Large 
Emma Weeks (2019), Member-at-Large 
Jason Oliver (2020), Member-at-Large 
David Jenkins (2017), Member-at-Large 
David Riley, Past-President 

 
Program Committee (Orlando, 2018) 
Jawwad Qureshi FL, Chair 
Justin George FL 
Rebecca Schmidt-Jeffris SC  
Torrence Gill FL 
Rodrigo Diaz LA 
Ash Sial, GA, Ex Officio 

 
Membership Committee 
Lina Bernaola, LA (2019), Chair 
Josh Temple, FL (2019) 
Michael Toews, GA (2019) 
Fudd Graham, AL (2020) 
Nick Seiter, AR (2020) 
Rizana Mahroof, SC (2020) 
  , TN (2020) 
Rosa Franqui, PR (2020) 
Hannah Burrack, NC (2020) 
Christopher Werle, MS (2020) 
Savannah Duke, Student (2020) 
David Jenkins, SC (2017), Ex Officio 

 
Member Awards Committee 
David Buntin, GA (2019) Chair 
Dennis Ring, LA (2019) 
Gregory Wiggins, TN (2020) 
Juan Luis Jurat-Fuentes, TN (2020) 
Carey Minteer, FL (2020) 
Cindy McKenzie, USDA FL (2019) 
Ryan W. Kurtz, NC (2017) Ex Officio 

 
Archives Committee 
Jim Harper, NC (2018) 
 

Resolutions Committee (2018) 
Courtney Jackson, AK, Chair 
Jason Schmidt, GA (2017), Ex Officio 
______________ 

 
Student Awards Committee 
Mohamed Alburaki, TN (2018), Chair 
Jeremy Greene, SC (2018) 
Hugh Smith, FL (2019) 
Justin George, FL (2020) 
Esmaeil Amiri, NC (2020) 
Jason Oliver, TN (2018), Ex Officio 
 

Local Arrangements Committee 
(Orlando 2018) 
Rob Meagher, Government, Chair 
Nancy Epsky, Government 
Muhammad Haseeb, University 
Phil Stansly, University 
Alejandro Calixto, Industry 
Joe Eger, Industry 
Cory Penca, Student 
Jerry Hogsette, FL Ex Officio 
Juang-Horng ‘JC’ Chong, Ex Officio  
Amanda Hodges, Sec-Treas, Ex Officio 
 

Student Affairs Committee 
Casey Parker, FL (2018), Chair 
Wendy Marchant, GA (2018) 
Ying Niu, LA (2019) 
Zhou Chen, AL (2019) 
Darsy Smith, PR (2019) 
Aaron Cato, AR (2019) 
Gabe Zilnik, NC (2019) 
Tommy Bilbo, SC (2019) 
Scott Graham, TN (2019) 
Tyler Towles, MS (2019) 
Ratnasri Mallipeddi, TN (2017) Ex Officio 
Steve Reyna, NC (2017), Ex Officio  
Student Affairs Subcommittees: 
 Insect Photo Salon 
 Job Placement 
 Student Symposium 
 

Public Relations Committee (2018) 
Adam Dale, FL Chair 
Faith Oi, FL 
Sandy Allan, FL 
Roxanne Connelly, FL 
Frank Hale, TN (2017), Ex Officio 
 

Audit Committee 
Mark Abney, GA (2018), Chair 
Jeremy Heath, NC (2017) 
Juang-Horng ‘JC’ Chong Ex Officio 
Amanda Hodges, FL, Secretary-Treasurer 
 

Meeting Location/Time: Alabama (2019) 
David Held, AL Chair 
Fudd Graham 
Kelly Palmer 
Amanda Hodges, Sec-Treas, Ex Officio 
 



 
Meeting Location/Time: Georgia (2020) 
Brett Blaauw, GA, Chair 
David Shapiro-Ilan, GA 
Amanda Hodges, Sec-Treas, Ex Officio 
 

Board Certification Committee 
Dennis Ring, LA, (2017), Chair 
Jeffrey Brown, MS (2017)  
   
   
 

Education Committee 
Eric Butler, NC (2018), Chair  
John Guyton, MS (2018)  
Eric Riddick, MS (2020) 
   

 
Linnean Games 
Mike Williams, AL, Chair 
Jerome Grant, TN 
David Jenkins, SC 

 
Nominating Committee (2018)  
Alvin Simmons (SC), Chair (gov) 
Xavier Martini, FL, state  
Catharine Mannion, FL, State  
Margaret Allen, Government  
Joe Eger, FL Industry 
Rebecca Willis, BASF, Industry 
 

Ad hoc Annual Meeting Sponsorship 
Committee 2018 
Phil Stansly, FL, Chair 
 

Ad hoc National Offices Nominating 
Committee 2017 
Pres-Elect, Chair 
Stephen Lapointe, FL 
David Riley, GA 

 

Ad hoc By-Laws Committee 2017 
Jeremy Greene, SC, Chair 

Philip Roberts, GA 

Mike Williams, AL 

 

ESA national committee reps 
(terms expire at national meeting) 
 
ESA Central Student Affairs Committee 
Casey Parker, FL (2017), Representative 
 
ESA Central Education & Outreach Committee 
Marianne Shockley, GA, SEB Representative (2019) 
 
SEB Representative on the ESA Awards & Honors 
Committee 
G. David Buntin, GA (2017) 
 
SEB Representative on the ESA Membership 
Committee  
John Hopkins, AR (2017) 
  
SEB Student Representative on the ESA 
Governing Board 
Lina Bernaola, LA (2018) 
 
SEB Representative on the ESA Finance 
Committee 
Pending: Amanda Hodges, FL (2020) 
 
SEB Representative on the Science Policy 
Committee 
Lauren Diepenbrock, NC (2018) 
 
SEB Representative on the ESA Certification 
Board 
Dennis Ring, LA (2017) 

 
STEP Travel Awards Judging Panel 
Derrick Mathias, AL (2017) 
 
SEB Representative on the ESA Committee on 
Diversity and Inclusion 
Gloria McCutcheon, SC (2018) 
 
SEB Representative on the ESA Early Career 
Professionals Committee 
Erika T. Machtinger, MD (2017) 
 


