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ESA IN DC 

ESA, AIBS, and Other Organizations Advocate for Science Funding 

In response to the release of the Trump Administration's budget request, which included 
drastic cuts to many federal agencies that employ or fund ESA members and their research 
(see more below), ESA joined 40 other scientific organizations in sending a letter to all 
members of Congress opposing the proposed cuts and reminding them that every $1 
invested in federal research yields an estimated $10 in economic activity. The letter, which 
was organized by the American Institute of Biological Sciences (AIBS), further stated that 
for the past 50 years roughly half of U.S. private sector growth has resulted from research 
and development.  

Sources and Additional Information: 



 A copy of the letter submitted by ESA, AIBS, and the other 39 co-signers can be 
found at http://www.entsoc.org/sites/default/files/files/Science-Policy/FY-2018-
Multisociety-Science-Funding-Letter.pdf 

 As prepared by Lewis-Burke Associates, a full analysis of the Administration's FY 
2018 budget request may be found at 
http://www.entsoc.org/sites/default/files/files/Science-Policy/Lewis-Burke-Analysis-
Implications-Budget-Blueprint-2018-for-Research-May-23-2017.pdf 

 A similar report that analyzed the FY 2017 omnibus appropriations bill can be found 
at http://www.entsoc.org/sites/default/files/files/Science-Policy/LBA-FY2017-
Omnibus-Appropriations-Bill-Analysis.pdf 

 

ESA Science Policy Fellows Visit Washington, DC  

On May 15-17, the second and third cohorts of the ESA Science Policy Fellows visited 
Washington, DC, and attended meetings on Capitol Hill to advocate for the entomological 
sciences. Over the course of the trip, Fellows met with more than 20 congressional offices 
(including professional staff from several key committees), attended a congressional 
hearing with Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue regarding the state of the rural 
economy, and participated in the Coalition for National Science Funding (CNSF) exhibition, a 
showcase for the innovative research funded by the National Science Foundation. 
Additionally, Jennifer Gordon, Ph.D., a member of the 2016 cohort of Fellows, presented two 
congressional briefings on Zika for the House Energy and Commerce Committee and the 
Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee, providing an industry perspective 
on the vector-borne disease that has caused significant public concern over the past year. 
(See more about Gordon's briefings below.) The Fellows also heard a presentation by C. Ben 
Beard, Ph.D., deputy director of the CDC's Division of Vector-Borne Diseases, during which 
Beard highlighted some of the challenges faced by the agency as it seeks to contain Zika 
and other public health threats. 

The ESA Science Policy Fellows Program, established in 2014, accepts five new Fellows each 
year for a two-year term. During their time in the program, Science Policy Fellows engage in 
a variety of virtual and in-person educational events to learn about how science policy and 
science funding decisions are made at the federal level. Fellows are also provided the 
opportunity to engage with lawmakers, legislative staff, and federal agency leaders in 
Washington, DC. The objective of the Science Policy Fellows program is to develop a 
generation of scientists who are visible and effective advocates for entomology and 
entomological research. 

Sources and Additional Information: 

 More information about the ESA Science Policy Fellows Program is available at 
http://entsoc.org/sci-pol/esa-science-policy-fellows-program 

 

ESA Science Policy Fellow Jennifer Gordon Briefs House and Senate Committees on 
Zika 



On May 17, ESA Science Policy Fellow Jennifer Gordon, Ph.D., briefed two groups of 
Congressional staff from the House Energy and Commerce Committee and the Senate 
Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee on the current state of Zika from a 
vector-management perspective. While many have focused on responding to the spread of 
the disease with drugs and vaccines, Gordon provided data-driven information on ways to 
address the mosquito vector itself through integrated pest management and ways to reduce 
the potential reservoir of infected humans. She also presented breakthroughs in research 
findings in recent months, such as the study demonstrating that, in a laboratory setting, 
Aedes vexans can be a competent vector for Zika, as well as potential management 
strategies leveraging biotechnology and other engineering strategies. 

 

ESA Presents Vector Control Research at the Coalition for National Science 
Funding Exhibition  

On May 16, ESA Science Policy Fellow Johanna Elsensohn represented ESA in the Capitol Hill 
Coalition for National Science Funding (CNSF) exhibition and reception, a showcase for the 
innovative research funded by the National Science Foundation (NSF). Elsensohn, a 
graduate student at North Carolina State University, presented her work funded by NSF's 
Integrated Graduate Education and Research Training (IGERT) program, looking at the 
intersection of genetic engineering and society, considering the roles science and technology 
play in addressing social issues as they pertain to pest management. The event was 
attended by several members of Congress, Congressional staff, and many representatives 
from NSF, including Director France Córdova.   

Sources and Additional Information:  

 More information about the CNSF Hill Exhibition and Reception is available at: 
http://www.cvent.com/events/cnsf-exhibition-reception/speakers-
4f70b7f4caa64eb088acb87e65267497.aspx 

 

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATES AND NEWS 

USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue Appears Before House Ag Committee 

On May 17, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue appeared before the House Agriculture 
Committee to testify at a hearing on the "State of the Rural Economy." Topics discussed 
included proposed budget cuts and questions about the U.S. Department of Agriculture's 
(USDA) reorganization that would create a new undersecretary for trade, streamline a new 
mission area focused on domestic agriculture, and shift oversight of the Rural Development 
programs directly to the Office of the Secretary.  

While some of these changes were mandated in the 2014 Farm Bill, others are part of 
government-wide efforts to reduce costs and the federal workforce. Secretary Perdue 
emphasized that these structural changes will help elevate rural issues, which remain a 
priority of the Trump Administration. The rest of the hearing focused on trade and farm 
incomes, and agricultural research was not specifically discussed. 



Sources and Additional Information: 

 The archived webcast and witness statements are available at 
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=3870 

 

Senate Environment and Public Works Committee Holds Second Hearing on 
Modernizing the Endangered Species Act  

On May 10, the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works (EPW) held a hearing 
entitled "Conservation, Consultation, and Capacity: State Views on the Need to Modernize 
the Endangered Species Act." This was the second EPW hearing on the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) in this Congress, and, as the title suggests, the speakers were invited as 
representatives from the state-level Fish and Wildlife Agencies to discuss challenges and 
opportunities in modernizing the ESA. 

The speakers included Nick Wiley, executive director of the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission and president of the Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies; Larry 
Voyles, director of the Arizona Game and Fish Department and former president of the 
Association of Fish & Wildlife Agencies; and Janet Coit, director of the Rhode Island 
Department of Environmental Management.  

The objective of the hearing was to have a discussion, as was stressed by both Chairman 
John Barrasso (R-WY) and Ranking Member Tom Carper (D-RI), regarding whether states 
have enough resources to execute their efforts to protect and rehabilitate endangered 
species and ecosystems and what other strategies for ESA administration and 
implementation could be more effective, with an eye toward partnerships and capacity. Each 
speaker highlighted that neither federal nor state agencies alone are equipped to address 
the conservation challenges facing the nation, but rather they must find new ways to work 
together while retaining more power at the state level to control such decisions. 

Source and Additional Information:  

 More information on the hearing is available at: 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2017/5/conservation-consultation-
and-capacity-state-views-on-the-need-to-modernize-the-endangered-species-act 

 

White House Releases FY 2018 Federal Budget Request 

On May 23, the Trump Administration released its full budget request for FY 2018. As 
anticipated from the budget blueprint released in March, the request generally proposes 
dramatic cuts and eliminations for earth and environmental sciences research.   

Under the Administration's proposed budget, the National Science Foundation (NSF) would 
receive $6.653 billion, a decrease of $819 million or 6.7 percent below the FY 2017 enacted 
level. Research directorates would see relatively similar top-level cuts of approximately 10 
percent. Core research and infrastructure programs are relatively protected, while most 



cross-cutting initiatives and strategic investments from the previous Administration would 
be sharply curtailed.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture 
(NIFA) would receive $1.26 billion, a decrease of 6.8 percent below the FY 2017 enacted 
level. Within NIFA, the Agriculture and Food Research Initiative (AFRI) would be funded at 
$349 million, a $26 million decrease below the FY 2017 omnibus level.  

Within the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), the Science and Technology account 
would receive $450.8 million, or a decrease of 36.7 percent below the FY 2017 enacted 
level.  

Within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), the budget request proposes 
cutting the National Institutes of Health (NIH) budget by $7.2 billion, a 21 percent cut to 
the agency. This would be achieved by capping Facilities & Administrative (indirect) costs, 
eliminating the Fogarty International Center (FIC), reducing support for intramural research, 
and awarding 1,946 fewer grants in FY 2018. The budget request also proposes slashing the 
budget of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) by 30 percent, or $2.2 
billion.  

These proposals are largely inconsistent with the recently enacted FY 2017 omnibus and are 
not aligned with congressional priorities for these same programs. Many of the projects 
proposed for steep cuts or elimination by the Administration have broad congressional 
support, and funding is likely to be restored by Congress through the appropriations 
process.  

Sources and Additional Information:  

 As prepared by Lewis-Burke Associates, a full analysis of the Administration's FY 
2018 budget request may be found at 
http://www.entsoc.org/sites/default/files/files/Science-Policy/Lewis-Burke-Analysis-
Implications-Budget-Blueprint-2018-for-Research-May-23-2017.pdf 

 

FEDERAL AGENCY AND ADMINISTRATION UPDATES AND NEWS 

Secretary Perdue Announces Reorganization Within USDA  

On May 11, Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue announced a restructuring of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) that will create two new positions—Undersecretary for 
Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs and Undersecretary for Farm Production and 
Conservation—and streamline mission areas to support trade and domestic affairs priorities. 
This new structure will also shift oversight of the Rural Development programs directly to 
the Office of the Secretary.  

The 2014 Farm Bill directed USDA to prioritize international trade and created the new trade 
undersecretary position, but former Secretary Tom Vilsack did not implement this mandate. 
The new Undersecretary for Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs will oversee the Foreign 
Agricultural Service (FAS) and effectively streamline all agricultural trade functions of the 
USDA.  



The new Undersecretary for Farm Production and Conservation will oversee the Farm 
Service Agency (FSA), the Risk Management Agency (RMA), and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS). This new role and consolidation of existing programs is 
consistent with the Trump Administration's interest in bolstering domestic-focused mission 
areas and streamlining USDA services, focusing on American agricultural producers. 
Although these changes will eliminate the Undersecretary for Rural Development and shift 
oversight directly to the Secretary, the Undersecretary for Natural Resources and 
Environment will retain oversight of the U.S. Forest Service.  

USDA released a full report in conjunction with the announcement, which highlights the 
significant economic contributions made by the agricultural industry and the potential for 
increased growth through administrative reorganization.  

In a letter to Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Pat Roberts (R-KS), Secretary Perdue 
indicated that the changes are consistent with the Trump Administration's government-wide 
effort to reduce burdensome costs and create a streamlined federal workforce. 

While the Senate Agriculture Committee Chairman Pat Roberts and Ranking Member Debbie 
Stabenow (D-MI) praised USDA for implementing 2014 Farm Bill mandates and streamlining 
services, Senator Stabenow expressed concern over the elimination of the Undersecretary 
for Rural Development position.  

In a brief statement accompanying the official press release, Secretary Perdue emphasized 
that while the organizational changes will alter the chain of command, it will not result in 
any workforce reduction. The White House will be accepting public comment on the 
restructuring through June 12. 

Sources and Additional Information:   

 The press release announcing the administrative changes is available at 
https://www.usda.gov/our-agency/reforming-usda 

 Secretary Perdue's op-ed in The Wall Street Journal is available at 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/wsj-farmers-know-the-benefits-
of-trade.pdf 

 The full USDA report to Congress is available at 
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/report-proposed-2017-reorg-
usda-under-secretary-trade-foreign-agricultural-affairs.pdf 

 More information about the public comment period is available at 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/reorganizing-the-executive-branch 

 

CDC Updates Guidance on Interpretation of Zika Testing Results for Pregnant 
Women 

On May 5, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) announced updated 
guidance for healthcare professionals testing pregnant women that live in or frequently 
travel to areas with a CDC Zika travel notice. Current diagnostic tests focus on the presence 
of antibodies produced by the body to fight the infection, but recent discoveries suggest 
that antibodies may remain in the body for months after the infection, leading to inaccurate 
diagnoses. The updated guidelines provide best practices for the evaluation of pregnant 



women who have not displayed symptoms but may be at risk for exposure to the virus. 
Suggested best practices include the following: 

 "Screen pregnant women for risk of Zika exposure and symptoms of Zika. Test 
pregnant women promptly, using nucleic acid testing (NAT), if they develop 
symptoms at any point during pregnancy or if their sexual partner tests positive for 
Zika virus infection; 

 Consider NAT testing at least once during each trimester of pregnancy to detect 
evidence of Zika virus, unless a previous test has been positive; 

 Consider testing specimens obtained during amniocentesis to detect evidence of Zika 
virus if amniocentesis is performed for other reasons; 

 Counsel all pregnant women each trimester about the limitations of Zika testing." 

While women at risk for infection are encouraged to get tested if they intend to become 
pregnant, pre-pregnancy antibody tests should not be used as an indicator of whether or 
not it is safe to pursue a pregnancy but may determine if an infection occurred prior to or 
during the pregnancy. 

Sources and Additional Information: 

The full press release and additional information about the CDC guidelines are available at 
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2017/p0505-Zika-testing-results.html

 


