
 3 Park Place, Suite 307  Phone: 301-731-4535  esa@entsoc.org 

 Annapolis, MD 21401-3722 USA  Fax: 301-731-4538  www.entsoc.org 
 

 

 

 

Entomological Society of America 

Proposal Form for new Common Name or  

Change of ESA-Approved Common Name 
 

 

Complete this form and e-mail to pubs@entsoc.org. 

Submissions will not be considered unless this form is filled out completely. 
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1. Proposed new common name: 

Valley elderberry longhorn beetle 
 

2. Previously approved common name (if any): 

N/A 

 

3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): Desmocerus californicus dimorphus Fisher 

 

Order: Coleoptera   

 

Family: Cerambycidae 
 

Supporting Information 

 

4. Reasons supporting the need for the proposed common name: 

This name is already widely in use.  This has been a US federally threatened species 

since 1980.   
 

5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  

(Note: If the description involves a physical feature it is strongly encouraged that an 

image of the organism be provided with this submission.): 

 

Adult/larvae; The common name refers to the distribution of the beetle (Sacramento and 

San Joaquin River valleys within the larger Central Valley of California) and to the host 

plant of both larvae and adults.  Larvae are wood borers in elderberry plants, and adults 

feed on leaves and flowers of elderberries.  The term “longhorn beetle” refers to the 

length of the antennae in adult beetles, and to the common name of the family 

Cerambycidae. 
 

6. Distribution (include references): 

Sacramento and San Joaquin River valleys of California, USA  

 

References: 



Chemsak JA (2005) Illustrated revision of the Cerambycidae of North America. Vol. II: 

Lepturinae. Burbank: Wolfsgarden Books. 446 p. 

Halstead JA, Oldham JA (2000) New distribution records for the elderberry longhorn 

beetle Desmocerus californicus Horn (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). Pan-Pac 

Entomol 76: 74-76. 

Linsley EG, Chemsak JA (1972) The Cerambycidae of North America: Part VI, no. 1. 

Taxonomy and classification of the subfamily Lepturinae. Berkeley, Los Angeles, 

London: University of California Press. 138 p. 
 

7. Principal hosts (include references): 

Sambucus nigra ssp. cerulea 

 

References:  

Bolli R (1994) Revision of the genus Sambucus. Berlin: J. Cramer. 254 p. 

Chemsak JA (2005) Illustrated revision of the Cerambycidae of North America. Vol. II: 

Lepturinae. Burbank: Wolfsgarden Books. 446 p. 

Linsley EG, Chemsak JA (1972) The Cerambycidae of North America: Part VI, no. 1. 

Taxonomy and classification of the subfamily Lepturinae. Berkeley, Los Angeles, 

London: University of California Press. 138 p. 
 

8. References containing previous use of the proposed common name: 

N/A 

 

9. References using common names (give names) other than that proposed: 

Atkins North America (2013) Peer review of the scientific findings in the proposed rule 

to delist the valley elderberry longhorn beetle. 84 p. 

Barr CB (1991) The distribution, habitat, and status of the valley elderberry longhorn 

beetle Desmocerus californicus dimorphus Fisher (Coleoptera: Cerambycidae). 

Sacramento. 134 p.  

Collinge SK, Holyoak M, Barr CB, Marty JT (2001) Riparian habitat fragmentation and 

population persistence of the threatened valley elderberry longhorn beetle in 

Central California. Biol Conserv 100: 103-113. 

Holyoak M, Koch-Munz M (2008) The effects of site conditions and mitigation practices 

on success of establishing the valley elderberry longhorn beetle and its host plant, 

blue elderberry. Environ Manage 42: 444-457. 

Huxel GR (2000) The effect of the Argentine ant on the threatened valley elderberry 

longhorn beetle. Biol Invasions 2: 81-85. 

Morrison ML, Smallwood S, Hall LS (2003) Creating habitat through plant relocation 

lessons from valley elderberry longhorn beetle mitigation. Ecol Restor 21: 95-

100.River Partners (2007) VELB habitat and colonization of remnant and planted 

elderberry along the Stanislaus and San Joaquin Rivers. Modesto. 89 p. 

Ray AM, Swift IP, McElfresh JS, Alten RL, Millar JG (2012) (R)-desmolactone, a 

female-produced sex pheromone component of the cerambycid beetle 

Desmocerus californicus californicus (subfamily Lepturinae). J Chem Ecol 38: 

157-167. 

Ray, AM, Arnold RA, Swift I, Schapker PA, McCann S, Marshall CJ, McElfresh JS, 

Millar JG. (2014) (R)-Desmolactone is a sex pheromone or attractant for the 

endangered Valley elderberry longhorn beetle Desmocerus californicus 

dimorphus and several congeners (Cerambycidae: Lepturinae). DOI 



/10.1371/journal.pone.0115498. PLOS One. 9: e115498. Open Access: 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0115498. 

Talley TS, Fleishman E, Holyoak M, Murphy DD, Ballard A (2007) Rethinking a rare-

species conservation strategy in an urban landscape: The case of the valley 

elderberry longhorn beetle. Biol Conserv 135: 21-32.  

Talley TS, Holyoak M, Piechnik DA (2006) The effects of dust on the federally 

threatened valley elderberry longhorn beetle. Environ Manage 37: 647-658. 

USFWS (1980) Listing the valley elderberry longhorn beetle as a threatened species with 

critical habitat. Federal Register 45: 52803-52807. 

USFWS (1984) Valley elderberry longhorn beetle recovery plan. Portland. 62 p. 

USFWS (1999) Conservation guidelines for the valley elderberry longhorn beetle. 

Sacramento. 15 p. 

USFWS (2006) Valley elderberry longhorn beetle (Desmocerus californicus dimorphus) 

5-year review: Summary and evaluation. Sacramento. 28 p.  

USFWS (2012) Endangered and threatened wildlife and plants; removal of the valley 

elderberry longhorn beetle from the Federal List of Endangered and Threatened 

Wildlife; proposed rule. Federal Register. 77: 60237-60276. 
 

10. Other insects or organisms to which the proposed common name might apply: 

This name will only apply to the U.S. federally endangered subspecies of D. californicus, 

and not to the nominate subspecies.  The nominate subspecies is widely distributed 

throughout Southern California, and is commonly called the California elderberry 

longhorn beetle (although this is not an ESA-accepted common name).  The males of the 

two subspecies are generally accepted to be morphologically distinct (see USFWS 1980), 

with males of VELB having larger areas of red on the elytra, and males of the nominate 

subspecies having elytra that are mostly black.   
 

11. Steps you have taken to consult with other workers who are familiar with the insect or organism 

as to suitability of and need for the proposed common name: 

 

I co-authored a paper on the valley elderberry longhorn beetle in 2014.  I consulted Dr. 

Lawrence Hanks, Dr. Jocelyn Millar, Dr. Matthew Ginzel, and Dr. Eugenio Nearns 

regarding this suggestion, and they all agree that this name is already in common use and 

is suitable. 

 

This name is widely known and widely used by federal and academic scientists, and by 

the media.  
 

Proposed by (your name):  Ann M. Ray 

 

Address: Department of Biology, Xavier University, 3800 Victory Parkway, 

Cincinnati, OH 45207 

 

E-mail: raya6@xavier.edu 

 

Phone: 513-745-2054 

 

Date submitted: 04/21/17 
 

http://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0115498

