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Entomological Society of America 
Proposal Form for new Common Name or  
Change of ESA-Approved Common Name 
 
 
Complete this form and e-mail to pubs@entsoc.org. 
Submissions will not be considered unless this form is filled out completely. 
 
The proposer is expected to be familiar with the rules, recommendations, and procedures 
outlined in the “Use and Submission of Common Names” on the ESA website. 
 
1. Proposed new common name: 
 
Asian subterranean termite 
 
2. Previously approved common name (if any): 
 
N/A 
 
3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): Coptotermes gestroi (Wasmann) 
 
Order: Isoptera 
 
Family: Rhinotermitidae 
 
 
Supporting Information 
 
4. Reasons supporting the need for the proposed common name: 
 
Coptotermes gestroi is in the process of becoming the primary termite pest species in 
Southeastern Florida Metropolitan area. This species is close to the infamous Formosan 
subterranean termite (C. formosanus). Both species are invasive in the US and are structural 
pests. The Asian subterranean termite is fully tropical, found throughout the Caribbean Islands, 
and is also a major pest in its native area in Southeast Asia. This pest species is now commonly 
known in the academic literature, the pest control industry and the general press, as the “Asian 
subterranean termite”. It occurred to me recently while submitting a paper to JEE, that C. gestroi 
was not recognized by its common name, “Asian subterranean termite” by ESA. As this species is 
going to be the subject of intense study in a near future, and will be mentioned in ESA journals, I 
believe there is a need to have this common name approved. The name was approved and used 
by a team of 32 termite biologists from 17 countries (Chouvenc et al 2016 Syst Entomol 41: 299-
306.). 
 
5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  
(Note: If the description involves a physical feature it is strongly encouraged that an image of the 
organism be provided with this submission.): 
 
The common name was given by Kirton and Brown (2003) and has been used unequivocally in 
the literature since this original paper. 



 
6. Distribution (include references): 
Throughout the tropics around the world.  Potentially the most invasive termite in the world. 
Chouvenc et al 2016 Syst Entomol 41: 299-306. 
 
 
7. Principal hosts (include references): 
Can infest most live hardwood trees. (Scheffrahn et al 2015 Arthrop. Syst. Phylogen. 73:333-348) 
 
8. References containing previous use of the proposed common name: 
 
Scheffrahn, R.H. and Su, N.Y., 2004. Asian subterranean termite Coptotermes gestroi (= 

havilandi)(Wasmann (Insecta: Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae). University of Florida EENY-
128 En: http://creatures. ifas. ufl. edu/urban/termites/havilandi. htm. 

Lima, J.T. and Costa-Leonardo, A.M., 2012. Tunnelling behaviour of the Asian subterranean 
termite in heterogeneous soils: presence of cues in the foraging area. Animal 
Behaviour, 83(5), pp.1269-1278. 

Kirton, L.G. and Azmi, M., 2005. 1 patterns in the relative incidence of subterranean termite 
species infesting buildings in peninsular malaysia. Sociobiology, 46(1), pp.1-15. 

Scheffrahn, R.H. and Su, N.Y., 2005. Distribution of the termite genus Coptotermes (Isoptera: 
Rhinotermitidae) in Florida. Florida Entomologist, 88(2), pp.201-203. 

Roszaini, K., Rafeadah, R. and Dahlan, J.M., 2009. Durability of Malaysian timbers against the 
Asian subterranean termite Coptotermes gestroi Wasmann. Journal of the Institute of 
Wood Science, 19(1), pp.16-21. 

Arab, A. and Costa-Leonardo, A.M., 2012. Dynamics of foraging and recruitment behavior in the 
Asian subterranean termite Coptotermes gestroi (Rhinotermitidae). Psyche: A Journal 
of Entomology, 2012. 

Sajap, A.S., LengChoy, L., Ouimette, D. and Jaafar, A.M., 2005. Field evaluation of noviflumuron 
for controlling Asian subterranean termite, Coptotermes gestroi (Isoptera: 
Rhinotermitidae). In Fifth International Conference on Urban Pests, Singapore, 11-13 
July 2005 (pp. 239-241). International Conference on Urban Pests (ICUP). 

Neoh, K.B. and Lee, C.Y., 2009. Flight activity and flight phenology of the asian subterranean 
termite, Coptotermes gestroi (Blattodea: Rhinotermitidae). Sociobiology, 54(2), p.521. 

Neoh, K.B., Lee, C.C. and Lee, C.Y., 2014. Effects of termiticide exposure on mutual interactions 
between the treated and untreated workers of the Asian subterranean termite 
Coptotermes gestroi. Pest management science, 70(2), pp.240-244. 

Jenkins, T.M., Jones, S.C., Lee, C.Y., Forschler, B.T., Chen, Z., Lopez-Martinez, G., Gallagher, 
N.T., Brown, G., Neal, M., Thistleton, B. and Kleinschmidt, S., 2007. Phylogeography 
illuminates maternal origins of exotic Coptotermes gestroi (Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae). 
Molecular phylogenetics and evolution, 42(3), pp.612-621. 

Chouvenc, T., Mullins, A.J. and Su, N.Y., 2015. Rare production of nymphs in an Asian 
subterranean termite (Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae) incipient colony. Florida Entomologist, 
98(3), pp.972-973. 

Chouvenc, T., et al (32 authors)., 2016. Revisiting Coptotermes (Isoptera: Rhinotermitidae): a 
global taxonomic road map for species validity and distribution of an economically 
important subterranean termite genus. Systematic Entomology. 41: 299-306. 

 
9. References using common names (give names) other than that proposed: 
 
None known 
 
10. Other insects or organisms to which the proposed common name might apply: 
 
Among the many subterranean termite species native to Southeast Asia, this species is the only 
known as an invader in many parts of the world. 
 



11. Steps you have taken to consult with other workers who are familiar with the insect or 
organism as to suitability of and need for the proposed common name: 
 
See discussion among all 32 termite experts in Chouvenc, T., et al. 2016.Systematic Entomology. 

41: 299-306. This name is now accepted throughout the termite research community. 
 
 
 
Proposed by (your name): Thomas Chouvenc 
 
Address: 3205 College Avenue, FLREC UF/IFAS, Davie, 33314 FL 
 
E-mail: tomchouv@ufl.edu  
 
Phone: 954-577-6320 
  
Date submitted: 5/24/17 
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