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JustDel, an occasional cyber-discussion in eNews by the ESA President 

 

Does Cyberspace Have Corners? 
 
I hope you are all off to a great start in 2011! 
 
ESA has moved away from the monthly ESA Newsletters to a bi-weekly eNews cyber-
publication. I will be using eNews to communicate with you this year in a different way, with 
shorter (except for this one!) and more frequent messages on updates and important topics. 
The traditional “President’s Corner” will be replaced by these communications in cyberspace. 
 
First, I’d like to express my sincere thanks on behalf of ESA members to all who worked to make 
Entomology 2010 the most successful meeting we ever had. President Hogg’s meeting theme of 
“Entodiversity” resonated with us all, as indicated by the impressive meeting statistics: 3,238 
attendees, (nearly half of the ESA membership of 6,500); 82 symposia; 1,664 10-minute papers; 
748 posters; and hundreds of volunteers who made it all possible. Our meetings would not be 
possible without such a high level of volunteerism. 
 
In particular, I’d like to thank the 2010 Program Committee Co-Chairs, Bonnie Pendleton and 
Megha Parajulee, for overseeing a truly outstanding program, and all of the members of the 
2010 Program Committee for their hard work. The ESA headquarters staff did another 
exceptional job in planning and managing the meeting, including the “veterans” (Elizabeth 
Caesar, Adele Compton, Mary Falcone, Alan Kahan, Richard Levine, and Neil Willoughby), and 
first-timers Dawn Braun and Debi Sutton. Ann Kenworthy was the Interim Executive Director for 
the year, and skillfully managed ESA while we conducted a national search for a permanent 
Executive Director. This was Ann’s second stint as ESA Interim Executive Director, and we’ve all 
benefited from her knowledge, guidance, and good humor. 
 
Your Entomology 2011 Program Committee Co-Chairs are Andrew Norton and Paul Ode, both 
of the Bioagricultural Sciences and Pest Management Department at Colorado State University. 
I’m grateful for their willingness to take on this huge task. They will be calling on you to help out 
with judging student contests and other things. 



2 
 

 
This will be an exciting year for ESA. We are welcoming a new Executive Director, C. David 
Gammel, who starts on February 1, 2011. David was selected in an exhaustive national search 
that attracted 71 applicants. The Search Committee interviewed 10 finalists, and three were 
invited to a grilling by the Governing Board in San Diego just before the Annual Meeting. We 
were extremely impressed by David’s breadth of knowledge in association management and 
technology, and he should keep us on our toes as we review ESA’s strategic goals and vision, 
develop a strategic communications plan, and move into the second decade of the new 
century. 
 
Preparations are already under way for Entomology 2011, the 59th ESA Annual Meeting, to be 
held in Reno, Nevada, November 13-16, 2011. The meeting theme is “Identify… Clarify… Speak 
Out!” This reflects the need for entomologists to inform others about exactly what it is that we 
do and don’t do. Rapid communication on key issues has not been a hallmark of ESA, and our 
voice needs to be heard. More on this in future issues of eNews. 
 
An important subtheme is “Entomology and Social Responsibility,” an area where there is an 
important nexus of science and society. One issue of particular visibility is the dominance of 
white males in elected leadership positions in ESA. Therefore, I have proposed a new ESA goal, 
that in 10 years the leadership of ESA will look like the membership of ESA. I’m delighted to 
announce that Dr. Catherine Hill, Director of Research of the American Association of University 
Women, will present a plenary address on this subject. I invite you to check out an important 
report on this subject called Why So Few?, which is available on the AAUW website. The site 
also provides PowerPoint presentations on this subject that you can share with interested 
groups. 
 
I’m always surprised when I hear people say that entomology has no role in climate change, 
food safety,  homeland security, etc. Individually, we speak on these and related topics all the 
time, of course, and the Council of Entomology Department Administrators website has some 
excellent position papers on key issues, as do many academic university departments. But 
somehow the message doesn’t always reach administrators, politicians, or the general public. 
Therefore, a second subtheme of the meeting is “Providing Informed, Objective, and Timely 
Communication.” I have proposed a second new ESA goal, that ESA will increasingly become 
known as a society that provides objective, timely information for the policymakers and the 
public on important scientific issues. This includes topics such as the role of entomology in: 
 

• Food safety and food security. Without food there is no need for food safety and food 
security. Pre- and post-harvest losses can be significant, but not always understood 
outside of scientific circles, and we can do a better job of communicating the role of 
entomology in this vital area.  

• Agricultural and environmental sustainability. Sustainability is often a loosely defined, I-
know-it-when-I-see-it political term. Let’s define what it means to entomology, and how 
essential environmental services, biodiversity, impacts of novel bioenergy crops, etc. 
come into play.  

http://www.entsoc.org/esa-announces-new-executive-director
http://www.entsoc.org/esa-announces-new-executive-director
http://www.aauw.org/learn/research/whysofew.cfm
http://www.ceda-group.org/
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• Climate change. Among many other impacts, climate change can drive asynchronous 
temporal, phenological, and distributional changes, resulting in often unpredictable 
impacts on the complex, open, non-linear systems with which we deal. Range 
expansion, introgression of invasive species and thermophilous species, increasing 
tolerance to pesticides, herbivory, transmission of human diseases, and perturbations in 
biological control all have entomological roots. 

• Homeland security. There is a huge—but again largely unknown or misunderstood—role 
for entomology in pest surveillance, the potential for deliberate introduction of pest 
species as bioterrorist events or as vectors of biological agents, the “weaponization” of 
arthropods, the need for a network of trained first-responder identifiers as part of early-
detection, rapid-response plans, insects as sensors, etc. 

• Human and animal disease. Dengue, malaria, Buruli Ulcer, St. Louis Encephalitis—on-
and-on. Let’s keep entomology really out front on this one, and tell people what we are 
doing. 

• Systematics and taxonomy. Of course systematics is at the base of understanding all of 
the above issues (and many more), but it remains drastically underfunded globally. 
Innovations for species discovery and dissemination of biodiversity knowledge rely 
heavily on systematics—and systematists knowledgeable in key taxa—but positions in 
systematics and taxonomy are being lost, not gained. This has been known and 
discussed for decades. Is there some “Outside-the-Cornell-Drawer” approach that we 
can use to start to reverse this situation? 

 
Hardly an original or exhaustive list of topics, but you get the idea. I’d like to see us take a two-
tiered approach on these and other important topics. The first step is to prepare (or update) 
peer-reviewed scholarly articles, and to develop (or update) short white papers and PowerPoint 
presentations for non-specialists. These can then be put on the new ESA website so that we can 
all use them when we speak to general audiences or policymakers.  
 
The third subtheme of the meeting is “Increasing Global Involvement,” and the proposed new 
goal is for ESA to engage even more formally with other entomological groups at all levels. Our 
new International Branch is key to this activity. Several activities around this subtheme are 
being developed. More on this in future eNews columns. 
 
It is an honor and privilege to serve as your President for 2011. Entomology faces many 
challenges globally, yet continues to contribute in so many ways to the social and scientific 
needs of the world. Our new Sections are taking the kind of leadership envisioned by the 
architects of the Society’s reorganization, and the Branches continue to provide opportunities 
for professional development of our student members in particular. I’m looking forward to 
working closely with Wendy Johnson, the Student Representative to the Governing Board and 
liaison to the Committee on Student Affairs, to involve ESA students in new ways. I encourage 
you all to take a leadership role in our Society and to consider running for elected offices. 
Please contact any member of your Governing Board with ideas on how we can serve you 
better. David Gammel and I look forward to meeting with you at the Branch meetings in March. 
 

http://www.entsoc.org/about_esa/governance/board/GBmembers
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So, I’m not sure if cyberspace has corners, but entomology sure does, and we are there. By 
turning corners we will turn heads toward the activities and benefits of entomology. 
 
And a final reminder: the deadline for submission for Program Symposia is January 31, 2011. 
 

“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within us.” 
Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
Hang in there! 
 

 
 
Ernest S. Delfosse 
2011 ESA President 
President@entsoc.org  
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