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Entomological Society of America 
Proposal Form for New Common Name or  
Change of ESA-Approved Common Name 
 
 
Complete this form and e-mail to pubs@entsoc.org. 
Submissions will not be considered unless this form is filled out completely. 
 
The proposer is expected to be familiar with the rules, recommendations, and procedures 
outlined in the “Use and Submission of Common Names” on the ESA website at 
https://www.entsoc.org/pubs/use-and-submission-common-names.  
 
1. Proposed new common name: Allard’s ground cricket 
 In use 1968 to present 
 
 
2. Previously approved common name (if any): None 
 
 
3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): Allonemobius allardi (Alexander & Thomas 1959) 
        Synonym: Nemobius allardi Alexander, R.D. & Thomas, E.S. 1959. Systematic and 
behavioral studies on the crickets of the Nemobius Fasciatus group (Orthoptera: Gryllidae: 
Nemobiinae). Annals of the Entomological Society of America 52(5) 591-605 
        Nemobius allardi was moved to Allonemobius sometime between 1968 and 1983. Maybe 
this was done in Howard’s 1982 Ph.D. dissertation from Yale “Speciation and coexistence in a 
group of closely related ground crickets.” At least from 1983 onwards all literature uses the genus 
Allonemobius. 
 
Order:Orthoptera 
 
Family:Gyrillidae 
 
 
Supporting Information 
 
4. Please provide a clear and convincing explanation for why a common name is needed, 
possibly including but not limited to the taxon’s economic, ecological, or medical 
importance, striking appearance, abundance, or conservation status: This insect is gaining 
recognition in both public and private documents as a fun insect, a minor pest, and as a 
laboratory study organism. 

Economic importance: 
“Cage tests in glasshouse and field showed one to two cricket adults per 0.09 m2 reduced alfalfa 
seedling numbers by 1-20% in the 2 wk from seedling emergence to formation of the first trifoliate 
in conservation-tillage systems when alfalfa was planted in oat stubble.” Jacobs et al. 1992. 
Habitat and food preferences of Allonemobius allardi (Orthoptera: Gryllidae) and potential 
damage to alfalfa in conservation-tillage systems. J Economic Ent. 85(5) 1933-1939. 
 
“Invertebrate seed predator communities were compared between conventionally managed 
maize/soybean and low-input maize/soybean/triticale-alfalfa/alfalfa crop rotation systems using 
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pitfall traps from July to October 2003 and 2004. Predation of giant foxtail (Setaria faberi) seeds 
was investigated in conjunction with pitfall trap measurements during 2004. …Regression 
analysis indicated that G. pennsylvanicus and Allonemobius allardi (Orthoptera: Gryllidae) 
activity-densities were significant predictors of S. faberi seed predation and explained 66% of the 
variation in seed removal.” O’Rourke et al. 2006. Post-dispersal weed seed predation by 
invertebrates in conventional and low-external-input crop rotation systems. Agriculture 
Ecosystems & Environment 116(3-4): 280-288. 
 

 
Scientific literature on this species 

Serotonin- and two putative serotonin receptors-like immunohistochemical reactivities in the 
ground crickets Dianemobius nigrofasciatus and Allonemobius allardi . Shao et al. 
JOURNAL OF INSECT PHYSIOLOGY  Volume: 56  Issue: 11  Pages: 1576-1586  DOI: 
10.1016/j.jinsphys.2010.05.015  Published: NOV 2010   

Density-dependent predation of weed seeds in maize fields.  Westerman et al. JOURNAL OF 
APPLIED ECOLOGY  Volume: 45  Issue: 6  Pages: 1612-1620  DOI: 10.1111/j.1365-
2664.2008.01481.x  Published: DEC 2008   

Co-localization and unique distributions of two clock proteins CYCLE and CLOCK in the cephalic 
ganglia of the ground cricket, Allonemobius allardi. Shao et al. CELL AND TISSUE 
RESEARCH  Volume: 331  Issue: 2  Pages: 435-446  DOI: 10.1007/s00441-007-0534-z  
Published: FEB 2008   

Neurohormones as putative circadian clock output signals in the central nervous system of two 
cricket species. Sehadova et al. CELL AND TISSUE RESEARCH  Volume: 328  Issue: 1  
Pages: 239-255  DOI: 10.1007/s00441-006-0339-5  Published: APR 2007   

Post-dispersal weed seed predation by invertebrates in conventional and low-external-input crop 
rotation systems. O'Rourke et al. AGRICULTURE ECOSYSTEMS & ENVIRONMENT  
Volume: 116  Issue: 3-4  Pages: 280-288  DOI: 10.1016/j.agee.2006.02.018  Published: 
SEP 2006   

Immunoreactivities to three circadian clock proteins in two ground crickets suggest interspecific 
diversity of the circadian clock structure. Shao et al. JOURNAL OF BIOLOGICAL 
RHYTHMS  Volume: 21  Issue: 2  Pages: 118-131  DOI: 10.1177/0748730405283660  
Published: APR 2006   

HABITAT AND FOOD PREFERENCES OF ALLONEMOBIUS-ALLARDI (ORTHOPTERA, 
GRYLLIDAE) AND POTENTIAL DAMAGE TO ALFALFA IN CONSERVATION-TILLAGE 
SYSTEMS. JACOBS et al. JOURNAL OF ECONOMIC ENTOMOLOGY  Volume: 85  
Issue: 5  Pages: 1933-1939  DOI: 10.1093/jee/85.5.1933  Published: OCT 1992 

An annotated list of the Dermaptera, Dictyoptera, Phasmatoptera, and Orthoptera of Michigan. 
Cantrall, I.J.1968. Great Lakes Entomologist. Volume 1 (9): 299-346 (see page 341) 

(More can be found using Google Scholar) 
 
 
5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  
(If the description involves a physical feature, it is strongly encouraged that an image of the 
organism be provided with this submission.) All life stages, though definitive identification may be 
difficult for immature stages. 
 
 
6. Distribution (include references): United States of America, Montana to Main including parts 
of southern Canada and south almost to the northern border of Florida. 
http://songsofinsects.com/crickets/allards-ground-cricket 
 
 
 
7. Principal hosts (include references): This is a general herbivore, but even generalists have 
preferences. “Crickets preferred alfalfa to bluegrass, thatch, or oats, but preferred bluegrass to 
thatch. No significant difference in feeding was observed between whole alfalfa leaves and alfalfa 
leaf disks when both were placed horizontally on the testing arena substrate. The contents of 

http://songsofinsects.com/crickets/allards-ground-cricket
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crops from field-collected crickets showed Alternaria, rust spores, and fungi occur relatively 
frequently but do not account for a substantial percentage of cricket crop contents. Legumes and 
dandelion also occur with a moderately high frequency and are a major component of crop 
contents.” Jacobs et al. 1992. Habitat and food preferences of Allonemobius allardi (Orthoptera: 
Gryllidae) and potential damage to alfalfa in conservation-tillage systems. J Economic Ent. 85(5) 
1933-1939 
 
 
8. Please provide multiple references indicating clearly that the proposed name is already 
established and ideally widespread in use. If the name has been newly coined for 
purposes of this application, please state so: 

Use of Common Name (9 sources) 
http://fieldguide.mt.gov/speciesDetail.aspx?elcode=IIORT44020 (Montana) 

http://songsofinsects.com/crickets/allards-ground-cricket 
https://www.svtweb.org/properties/nature-sightings/species/allards-ground-cricket 

(Massachusetts) 
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/walker/buzz/539a.htm 

(Florida) 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allonemobius_allardi 

https://bugguide.net/node/view/250502 
https://animaldiversity.org/collections/contributors/singing_insects/201106234606/allenomobiusall

ardi/ 
https://www.listeningtoinsects.com/allard-s-ground-cricket 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/24995873.pdf (page 70: Gwynne, D.T. 1997. Glandular gifts. 
Scientific American 277(2): 66-71 

 
and more if needed…. 

 
 
 
9. Please identify any common names in use (include references) that have been applied 
to this taxon other than the one herein proposed.  Please justify why each alternate name 
is inadequate: There are no other common names associated with this species. 
 
 
10. Please identify any other organisms to which your proposed common name could 
apply, giving careful consideration to closely related taxa. Please justify why the proposed 
common name is (i) unsuitable for each of those taxa and/or (ii) better suited for the 
proposed taxon: There are no other species associated with this name.  
 
 
11. Please document your efforts to consult with entomologists (including taxonomic 
specialists), colleagues, or other professionals who work with the taxon as to the 
suitability and need for the proposed common name. Please note that this is an important 
element of your proposal; proposals that do not document these steps are less likely to be 
successful. 
 

Dear Tim, 

 

Yes, I think adding Allard’s ground cricket (Allonemobius allardi) to the ESA common 

names list is appropriate.  

 

Sincerely, 

Tom 
 
=============================================== 

http://fieldguide.mt.gov/speciesDetail.aspx?elcode=IIORT44020
http://songsofinsects.com/crickets/allards-ground-cricket
https://www.svtweb.org/properties/nature-sightings/species/allards-ground-cricket
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/walker/buzz/539a.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Allonemobius_allardi
https://bugguide.net/node/view/250502
https://animaldiversity.org/collections/contributors/singing_insects/201106234606/allenomobiusallardi/
https://animaldiversity.org/collections/contributors/singing_insects/201106234606/allenomobiusallardi/
https://www.listeningtoinsects.com/allard-s-ground-cricket
https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/24995873.pdf
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Dr.Thomas J. Walker, Professor Emeritus  
Department of Entomology & Nematology  
PO Box 110620 (or Natural Area Drive)  
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 32611-0620 
E-mail: tjw@ufl.edu     Phone: 352-273-3920 
Web: http://entomology.ifas.ufl.edu/walker/ 

================================================ 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed by (your name): Timothy Ebert 
 
Address: Citrus Research and Education Center, 700 Experiment Station Road, Lake Alfred, FL. 
33850 
 
E-mail: tebert@ufl.edu 
 
Phone: 863-956-8804 
 
Date submitted: 1/26/2019 
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