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New P-IE Representatives Elected 
 

ESA elections were held during July and August. The results are as follows: 

P-IE Vice-President Elect:      Diane Alston 

P-IE Secretary:        Rebecca Schmidt-Jeffris 

Arthropod Management Tests Editorial Board:   Jonathan Babcock 

Journal of Insect Science Editorial Board   Sanford Eigenbrode 

Journal of Integrated Pest Management Editorial Board: Paula Shrewsbury 

Congratulations to our new P-IE officers and editorial board representatives. Thank you also to 

those who were willing to serve but were not elected. In addition to the P-IE offices, numerous 

P-IE members ran for ESA Central and Branch offices. The results of these elections will be 

announced by the appropriate parties. Thank you to each who ran. 

 

Student Award Winners 
 

Congratulations to the following student award winners: 

 

Undergraduate Student Achievement in Entomology Award:  

Lidia M. Komondy, Michigan State University 

Kenneth and Barbara Starks Plant Resistance to Insects Award:  

Lina Bernaola, Louisiana State University 

Master’s Student Achievement in Entomology Award:  

MaLisa R. Spring, Ohio State University 

  

 

 



P-IE Student Representative Opening 
 

The P-IE section is currently looking for a new student representative. This would be a 2-year 

commitment with expectations that the person would represent P-IE on the ESA student affairs 

committee and serve on the P-IE governing council. The student affairs committee does its 

business by email and meets annually at the ESA annual meeting. The P-IE governing council 

has monthly conference calls and also meets at the ESA annual meeting, so the student should 

have the ability to attend the ESA annual meetings in 2017 and 2018. Attendance at ICE 2016 in 

September is desirable, but is not a requirement and will not be considered during the selection 

process.  

 

Qualifications: Current P-IE section student member 

Will not complete their education until May 2018 or later 

Interested in professional society service 

Process: Write a brief biography (350 words max) 

Email the biography to Melissa Siebert, P-IE Vice President at 

mwillrichsiebert@dow.com by August 31.  

 

P-IE Networking Session at ICE  
 

The P-IE networking session will be held on Sunday afternoon, September 25, immediately prior 

to the official beginning of the International Congress of Entomology. The session will begin  at 

12:30 PM in the Convention Center West Hall F1 and include a brief business meeting, an 

update on our section’s pollinator initiative, award presentations, a symposium entitled 

“Pollinator Issues: Interactions with the Public”, and, of course, PIE! We will conclude by 3:30 

PM so you will have time to get to the opening ESA plenary session at 4:00 PM.  

 

Our symposium speakers are: 

 

Dr. Jennifer Saunders, Acting Senior Entomologist, Office of Pesticide Programs, Environmental 

Protection Agency presenting “Pesticides, Pollinators, Policy, and the Public: Balancing 

Stakeholder Perspectives and Ensuring Scientific Integrity”. 

Dr. Jeffrey Harris, Extension Professor in Apiculture, Mississippi State University presenting 

“Finding Common Ground Among People with Different Perspectives of the Pesticide-

Pollinator Conflict” 

Dr. Art Schaafsma, Professor in Integrated Pest Management, University of Guelph presenting 

“Neonic Bans: North American Beach Head”. 

 

There will be a question and answer period following the talks, so join us at the networking 

session and start your week with some thought-provoking presentations followed by a 

discussion, networking, and refreshments. 

 

As an extra enticement for P-IE members to attend the networking session, the P-IE section will 

be giving away a free iPad mini to one lucky attendee. 
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Feedback Session at ICE 
 

The P-IE governing council needs to hear your voice! We are the largest section of ESA with 

approximately 3000 members, but the efforts and direction come from relatively few people in 

our section. We are providing time on Friday morning, September 30, at 7:00 AM in room W333 

of the Orange County Convention Center to voice your ideas and concerns to the P-IE 

leadership. We will provide a light breakfast. As an extra incentive we will give away an iPad 

mini to one lucky attendee. (In the past we have only had a few people attend, so your odds of 

winning may be very good!).  

New Subject Section in Environmental Entomology 

Pollinator health has been a major concern for over a decade, with ramifications from honey 

production to widespread agricultural production.  Significant federal and industry funding 

supports research into challenges facing pollinators; a number of tenure-track positions have 

been created in universities across the nation. Within our Society, PI-E Section has an initiative 

on pollinators. The field is expanding, but researchers in these areas have no single “go to” place 

to publish their work.   

Environmental Entomology, a major international entomological journal, is initiating a new 

subject section, “Pollinator Ecology and Management,” to address this need.  (For more detail, 

see https://ee.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/3/549.)  The first issue to include this section will 

include invited Forum and Review papers as well as a number of submitted contributions.  I 

invite you to be among the early contributors if you have appropriate manuscripts.  The scope of 

the section will include papers not only on honey bees but also on the numerous other 

pollinators, their biology, their interactions with plants, challenges to their success and even 

survival, and changes to management approaches within the context of the environment that 

conserve or improve pollinators’ ability to fulfill their expected role.  Drs. Gloria DeGrandi-

Hoffman and Theresa Pitts Singer have graciously agreed to serve as Subject Editors for this new 

area.  We look forward to your contributions, and your support of our Society journals. 

Alan Cameron, Editor-in-Chief, Environmental Entomology 

 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

XXV International Congress of Entomology. September 25-30, 2016. Orange County 

Convention Center, Orlando FL. For more information: http://ice2016orlando.org/ 

 

Farewell from the P-IE President 

This is the last newsletter I expect to compile as the president of P-IE, so I just wanted to take 

this space to thank everyone that has volunteered to serve ESA and especially P-IE for various 

positions over the last several years. I can honestly say that it has been easy to work with our 

membership. From stepping up to judge papers or posters to filling committee seats, the P-IE 

membership has been very supportive and willing to pitch in, making my job relatively easy. My 

job has definitely been made easier by having past-president Sujaya Rao and vice-president 

https://ee.oxfordjournals.org/content/45/3/549
http://ice2016orlando.org/


Melissa Siebert available for council and to help share the load. In fact the entire governing 

council and ESA staff have been a joy to work with. It’s nice when you get to work with 

friendly, motivated, competent people.  

 

P-IE Governing Council 

Fred Musser, President (fm61@msstate.edu) 

Melissa Willrich-Siebert, Vice President (mwillrichsiebert@dow.com) 

Mark Wright, Vice-President Elect (markwrig@hawaii.edu) 

Andy Michel, Secretary (michel.70@osu.edu)  

Patrick Moran, Treasurer (serves in personal capacity) (patrickmoran84@yahoo.com) 

Sujaya Rao, Past President & ESA Governing Board Representative (sujaya@oregonstate.edu) 

Lina Bernaola, Student Representative (LBernaola@agcenter.lsu.edu) 


