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In case you missed the Special Announcement 

(link), the P-IE Section is organizing a Science 

Policy Field Tour: ‘Balancing Pest 

Management and Pollinator Health”.  The 

Science Policy Tour is being organized in 

cooperation with Mississippi State University, 

inspired by Dr. Jeff Harris’s (Extension 

Specialist in Apiculture) presentation at the P-IE 

Afternoon Session during ICE 2016.  Deadline 

to apply to attend is March 6, 2017. (Field 

Tour Link, Application Link) 
 

In case you missed it, what did Dr. Harris talk about? 

Dr. Harris described how beekeepers and agricultural producers from across Mississippi 

discussed ways of fostering better working dialogue among row crop farmers and beekeepers, all 

in the spirit of coexistence and cooperation. Deliberations led to the development of a 

communication effort armed with a set of general operating suggestions targeting the state’s 

beekeepers, farmers, and other pesticide applicators when bees are located in or near agricultural 

production areas. This effort resulted in the creation of the Mississippi Honeybee Stewardship 

Program.  The interdependence among the state’s beekeeper’s and row crop farmers was later 

highlighted and relationships were solidified among these stakeholders when the sustainable 

production of a key crop was threatened – and both parties found “common ground” in support 

of one another. 
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LAUNCHED! 

SCIENCE POLICY FIELD TOUR 

AUGUST 22-24, 2017 

http://www.entsoc.org/sites/default/files/files/P-IE_Science_Policy_Field_Tour_Announcement.pdf
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour-application
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour-application


What is a ‘Field Tour’? 

The commitment is 2.5 days, involving in-person and in-field ‘hand-on’ interactions.  It is not 

about having presentations – this is not a symposium - but actually seeing first-hand successful 

Integrated Pest Management program and infestations of economically important pests; meeting 

key local stakeholders and understanding how the Mississippi Honeybees Stewardship Program 

was developed and how common ground was found; meeting beekeepers, consultants and row 

crop farmers, and understanding their challenges; and hands-on learning and demonstration 

about aerial pesticide applications and the innovative technology used today.   

 

Who will attend? 

This is an intimate event with no more than 50 people.  A total of 25 seats on the bus are 

designated for P-IE Section Members. The remaining 25 seats on the bus are designated for 

nationally prominent stakeholders – stakeholders that many of our membership do not regularly 

interact with nor regularly attend our Annual Meeting.  Verbal commitments have been received 

by stakeholders aligned to public science agencies, policymakers, NGOs, beekeeping 

organizations, and crop protection and commodity groups. 

 

Why should a P-IE Section Member want to attend? 

1) The field tour aligns to the P-IE Pollinator Initiative with the goal of providing technical 

educational materials to members and to leverage this knowledge to the public, media, 

policymakers, and other key stakeholders.   

2) The P-IE Section will develop a strong reputation of bringing together stakeholders from 

diverse geographical and philosophical viewpoints, and research areas to share ideas, 

learn from each other through a specific case study, and to use the venue to capture 

opportunities and best practices that can be leveraged. P-IE Section Membership seen as 

a technical leader.  

3) A successful field tour for this Mississippi case study can serve as a precedent for the 

development of future field tours in other locations, perhaps annually, to address other 

pollinator case studies or other entomological concerns – such as ESA Grand Challenges 

related to invasive species and sustainable agriculture 

 

Are there any Award Opportunities? 

Yes, the P-IE Section will award a registration and travel award to a student and an Early Career 

Professional.  Please review the awards guidelines here (link). 

 

Is there a Field Tour website? 

Yes, all information on the Science Policy Tour is being archived on the P-IE Section Website 

and at a P-IE Science Policy Field Tour Website, which includes the latest information on Local 

Arrangements, Awards, Frequently Asked Questions, and the Original Announcement.  

 

Contact Melissa Siebert, P-IE Chair (mwillrichsiebert@dow.com) or Rayda 

Krell, ESA Science Policy Fellow (krellr@wcsu.edu) with questions about 

field tour content and local arrangements. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/student-ecp-field-tour-registration-award
http://www.entsoc.org/governance/other/sections/pie
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour-additional-details
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/science-policy-field-tour-additional-details
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/student-ecp-field-tour-registration-award
http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie/pie-science-policy-field-tour-faq
http://www.entsoc.org/sites/default/files/files/P-IE_Science_Policy_Field_Tour_Announcement.pdf
mailto:mwillrichsiebert@dow.com
mailto:Krellr@wcsu.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Deadlines for 2017 P-IE Section Awards: 

 

May 1-  
P-IE Undergraduate Student Achievement Award 

June 1 - 
P-IE Master’s Student Achievement Award, and 

Kenneth and Barbara Starks Plant Resistance Graduate Student Award 

July 1 –  
P-IE Lifetime Achievement Award, and 

Integrated Pest Management Team Award 

 

Please refer to the P-IE Section Awards website for all award 

information (link).  Watch for announcements via email communication, 

newsletters, and Twitter.   

 

Nominate a deserving student or colleague! 
 

 

 

 

ESA – P-IE is now on Twitter! 
 

@PIE_Entsoc 

 

Follow P-IE on Twitter for all of the latest announcements! 

2017 

P-IE Section Awards – Students and Professionals 

http://www.entsoc.org/p-ie-awards


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Full details of the Video Competition objectives and submission criteria are posted 

on the P-IE website (link). 

 

Background related to the P-IE Pollinator Section Initiative is also described in a 

December 2015 newsletter (link).   
 

 

 

 

 

 
Katherine Todd has been selected to serve as the new student representative to the P-IE 

Pollinator Committee.  Katherine is a graduate student at The Ohio State University and her 

dissertation research focuses on local and landscape drivers of pollinator forging in urban 

ecosystems.  In previous research experiences, Katherine has contributed to pollinator research in 

tree fruit, berry crops, vineyards, sunflower crops, and native prairie plantings.  Katherine also 

has strong examples of communications and believes those previous experiences can foster 

effective collaboration toward Pollinator Committee initiatives.      

 

The P-IE Governing Council and P-IE Pollinator would like to thank MaLisa Spring (outgoing 

student representative) for her contributions during the last year on the committee.   

 

 

 

 
Thank you to the following P-IE Section Members who volunteered following 

the December 2016 newsletter to serve in the following capacities! 
 

David Buntin – Southeastern Branch Representative to the P-IE Nominations Committee 

Chris Werle – STEP Research Award 

Waseem Akbar – Step Teaching Award 

Anne Nielson – Horticulture Award 

Neelandra Joshi - Insect Physiology, Biochemistry and Toxicology Award 

 

 

 

NOW OPEN! 

P-IE Pollinator Committee Video Contest 

WELCOME Katherine Todd 

New Student Representative to the P-IE Pollinator Committee 

P-IE Member Committee Representation 

http://www.entsoc.org/pie/pie-pollinator-video-contest
http://www.entsoc.org/PDF/2015/Dec_2015_P-IE_Newsletter.pdf


Fellows Judging Panel volunteer needed 
If you are a P-IE Fellow and are willing to serve, the Fellows Judging Panel is in need of a P-IE 

Section representative.  Interested volunteers need to reach out Silvia Rondon, Awards & Honors 

Committee (Silvia.Rondon@oregonstate.edu).    

 
 

 

 

 
The following P-IE Governing Council leadership positions are open and will 

be elected in Summer 2017.  Get involved and influence our Section 

initiatives!  

 

1) Vice-President Elect 

2) Treasurer 

 
The following Editorial Positions are also open.  The current P-IE 

representative listed is eligible to serve a second term, and each has agreed to 

go through the election process.  Any members wishing to run against the 

listed incumbent can do so. 

 
1) Journal of Economic Entomology – Jarrad Prasifka 

2) Journal of IPM – Mike Brewer 

3) Insect Systematics and Diversity - Scott Bundy 

4) Journal of Medical Entomology – No incumbent 

 
Other Open Positions: 

1) Publications Council, P-IE Representative 

2) Student Representative to the ESA Governing Council 

 
Contact the P-IE Nominations Chair, Mark Wright (markwrig@hawaii.edu), 

if you are interested in serving in these leadership roles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Elections – Candidates Needed 

mailto:Silvia.Rondon@oregonstate.edu
mailto:markwrig@hawaii.edu


 

 

 

 
 

 

Rebecca is a Kansas native and earned her B.S. in Biology from Washburn University in 

Topeka, KS. She went to Washington State University for her Ph.D. in Entomology, which she 

completed in 2015. Rebecca spent most of her time in Washington at the WSU Tree Fruit 

Research and Extension Center in Wenatchee, WA; her Ph.D. focused on the biological control 

of pest mites on apple. Since 2015, Rebecca has been working as 

a postdoctoral research associate at Cornell University’s New 

York State Agricultural Experiment Station. Her research at 

Cornell has focused on European corn borer control, including 

efficacy of reduced risk pesticides, how land-use history affects 

pest populations, and the effects of soil management on host 

selection. At the end of February, Rebecca will begin an assistant 

professorship at Clemson University’s Coastal Research and 

Education Center in Charleston, SC. She will be working as a 

vegetable and strawberry entomologist and plans to focus her 

research on landscape ecology, biological control, and whole-

system IPM.  

Rebecca has been a member of the Entomological 

Society of America since 2010. She enjoyed serving as the chair 

of the ESA Student Affairs Committee (SAC) and the U.S. co-chair of the ICE SAC. She is 

currently a member of the Early Career Professionals Committee. In addition to these roles, she 

has organized several ESA events, including the Student Debates Competition, several symposia, 

and a Lunch and Learn. Rebecca is a member of the Program Committee for the 2018 

Southeastern Branch meeting; she is excited to get involved in her new ESA branch. 

In her free time, Rebecca enjoys walking, hiking, reading, and playing strategy board 

games. She also admits to being an avid Pokémon GO player. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Deadlines for Entomology 2017: Ignite, Inspire, Innovate 
 

Section and Member Symposia:  March 1 

Organized Meetings, Sunrise Sessions, and Lunch & Learns: March 1  

 

Learn more about Entomology 2017 and criteria for program symposia and workshops. 

Also new in 2017 are three-minute Lightning Bug Talks.  

http://www.entsoc.org/events/annual-meeting 

Meet Rebecca Schmidt-Jeffris, Secretary,  

New Member of the P-IE Governing Council 

Other Announcements 

http://www.entsoc.org/events/annual-meeting


P-IE Updates at Each Branch Meeting Opening Session 

 
 Southeastern Branch – March 12 

Eastern Branch – March 17 

Pacific Branch - April 2 

Southwestern Branch – April 9 

North Central Branch – June 3 

 

Upcoming Webinars – 2017 eXtension.org Bee Health Webinar Series 
  
  Pollinating apples and cherries east of the Rockies  

February 14, 2pm EST 

Julianna Wilson, Dept. of Entomology, Michigan State University  

Register here: https://extension.zoom.us/j/940545278 

 

  On-farm pollinator habitat benefits for watermelon pollination 

February 28, 2pm EST  

Neal Williams, Dept. of Entomology and Nematology, UC-Davis  

Register here: https://extension.zoom.us/j/619691844 

 

 Ensuring pumpkin pollination  

 March 21, 2pm EST 
Shelby Fleischer, Dept. of Entomology, Pennsylvania State University  

Register here: https://extension.zoom.us/j/579946714 

 

How to manage solitary orchard bees for crop pollination  
March 28, 2pm EST 

Theresa Pitts-Singer, USDA-ARS  

Register here: https://extension.zoom.us/j/239662773 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

P-IE Governing Council 

Melissa Willrich Siebert, President (mwillrichsiebert@dow.com) 

Mark Wright, Vice-President (markwrig@hawaii.edu) 

Diane Alston, Vice-President Elect (diane.alston@usu.edu) 

Rebecca Schmidt-Jeffris, Secretary (schmidt-jeffris@cornell.edu)  

Patrick Moran, Treasurer (serves in personal capacity) (patrickmoran84@yahoo.com) 

Fred Musser, Past President (fm61@msstate.edu) 

Sujaya Rao, ESA Governing Board Representative (sujaya@oregonstate.edu) 

Carlos Esquivel, Student Representative (esquivelpalma.1@buckeyemail.osu.edu) 

https://extension.zoom.us/j/940545278
https://extension.zoom.us/j/619691844
https://extension.zoom.us/j/579946714
https://extension.zoom.us/j/239662773
mailto:markwrig@hawaii.edu

