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For health promotion to be effective, people must believe that…

• They’re susceptible and likely to fall victim to disease

• Disease will cause them significant adverse consequence

• Adopting preventive practice actually is effective

• “I can do that!” belief in ability to do preventive practice

APREREQUISTE FOR ADOPTION
A good idea is not enough…



Increasing Number of Reported 
Human Cases in Arizona

SCAT Rodeo Project
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RMSF SUSPECTED CASES 

FROM MARCH 20 – JULY 16, 2012

The San Carlos Apache Tribe has an average of greater than 6 
RMSF suspected cases per day

from March 20 – July 16, 2012 (118 days)

Age Groups Cases Mean Cases/ Day

Children (0-18 yrs) 497 CASES 4.2 per DAY

Adults (>18 yrs) 297 CASES 2.5 per DAY

TOTAL 794 CASES 6.8 per DAY



THE RMSF RODEO PROJECT :2012

• Project divided in six primary 

rotating phases:

• Dog population count

• Collar and register all dogs in 

study area

• Spray each home 4 times

• Tick counts in environment

• Spay/neuter clinic

• Knowledge, attitudes and 

practices survey

• Provide data for tribe to expand 

reservation-wide
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RMSF RODEO TIMELINE, 2012
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Field Team Objectives

1. Visit every home

2. Collar, register, tie-outs, follow up on dogs

3. Educate homeowners

4. Treat yards for ticks

Eliminate Ticks!



Tick Collars for Dogs

 Seresto ®, new pre-
market tick collar 
provided by Bayer
 4.5% Flumethrin, 10% 

imidacloprid
 Visible marker of 

treatment
 Utility in harsh 

environment unknown
 Expected to last 

complete season (8 
months)

 Applied with 
tribal/owner consent



Once a Summer

July August

JMayly June

Once a Summer

Properly Timed Pesticide Treatments



Tick Counts on Dogs 

at RMSF Rodeo Home sites
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Tick Traps at Rodeo Home sites
Environmental Counts
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Human incidence of R. rickettsii
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KEYS TO SUCCESS

•99% Compliance in target community

•High level of perceived susceptibility

•High level of concern for severe outcome

•Implementation was free



TickSmart™ Towns are places where civic leaders care

enough and neighbors know enough…about how to 

avoid potentially life-altering tick encounters, and 

what to do next if they do find a tick.







…’cause ticks 
can make you 

sick. 

Sometimes 
real sick!





21% of households

According to the CDC, 21% of 

households reported at least 
one tick encounter during 
the past year.



And In This “More Ticks In More Places World”…

Hey, there’s a 
deer in the 

backyard! Now 
we’re all gonna

get Lyme 

I can’t believe how 
many ticks I found on 

the dog today. We 
only walked in the 

neighborhood.

Do you think we 
should spray the 

yard with Cedar Oil? 
They say it kills ticks.

Oh no, 
there’s a tick 
on me…GET 
IT OFF, GET 

IT OFF!!

Aaaaaaah!
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Change Knowledge

Change tick bite protection practices

Change lives for the better



NUDGE

Your
Town

to make
better choices







Your Connection To:

Ideas
Best Practices
Unique Resources 

TickSmart Advisor
tm



3 hour training class
or

50 min public forum









“I Just Found A Tick”
learn what to do next …



Only
$5 / household

per year



I had no idea that ticks were still 
active when it’s cold outside. We're 
very vigilant about tick checks in 
spring, summer, and early fall, but I 
thought we were out of the woods (so 
to speak) at this time of year. I will 
change our winter behavior 
immediately. Amy E, Salem NH

3.5 day fed female blacklegged tick
December 23, 2015 

TickSpotters

…It’s TickSmart



I haven't had any deer tick 
encounters since I started following 
all of the steps on your website. Two 
yard treatments, tick tubes, Insect 
Shield clothing, permethrin on 
shoes, and a lot more awareness. My 
family has not had any new tick 
encounters.       Jeff, NY

TickSpotters

…It’s TickSmart

<1 day fed nymphal blacklegged tick
June 15, 2015 



KEYS FOR SUCCESS

•Community makes investment

•Town tick committee actively promotes

•People believe prevention is effective

•People believe they can do ITM best practices

•Adoption of tick literacy training in schools


