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ESA IN DC 

ESA Joins Letter to Congress Reinforcing Scientific Consensus on Climate Change  
 
On June 28, ESA and 30 other nonpartisan scientific organizations sent a letter to every member 
of Congress reinforcing the consensus among the scientific community that human activities are 
contributing to increasing levels of greenhouse gases, which is having a progressively more 
negative effect on the United States and the rest of the world.  As outlined in the letter, these 
observations are based on peer-reviewed research and multiple lines of evidence accumulated 
over many years of study.   The letter, as part of the ongoing efforts of the Climate Science 
Working Group (CSWG) coalition, asks Congress to actively work to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions and to develop a strategy to adapt to the ecological changes already underway.   The 
coalition of organizations is eager to help support efforts to address these challenges and offers 
to be a resource to policymakers moving forward.    

This is not the first time these scientific organizations have taken their message of concern 
regarding climate change to the Hill.   A previous letter was sent Congress in October 2009, 
sharing the same observations and apprehensions about the devastation anticipated as levels of 



greenhouse gases rise.   The scientific community will continue to stand at the ready to assist any 
and all members of Congress looking for meaningful solutions and adaptations to increasing heat 
waves, wildfires, ecosystem disruptions, and regional water scarcity.    

Sources and Additional Information: 

 The text of the CSWG letter to Congress is available at http://www.lewis-
burke.com/sites/default/files/june_28_cswg_letter_to_congress.pdf.    

 The text of the 2009 CSWG letter to Congress is available at 
http://www.aaas.org/sites/default/files/migrate/uploads/1021climate_letter1.pdf.    

 

ESA Sends Letter of Support on Mosquito Abatement Legislation  
 
On June 6, ESA submitted a letter of support for the Strengthening Mosquito Abatement Safety 
and Health Act (SMASH) Act of 2016 (S. 3039).   The bill was introduced by Senator Angus 
King (I-ME) and co-sponsored by Senators Burr (R-NC) and Nelson (D-FL). 

The legislation would amend existing law to allow state mosquito abatement programs to use 
federal funding to address emerging infectious diseases.   Importantly, it would also increase 
authorized funding for these programs to $130 million per year, a $30 million 
increase.   Although these programs would see an increase authorization, actual funding would 
still be subject to the congressional appropriations process whereby Congress sets spending 
levels for the upcoming fiscal year. 

In the letter of support to Senator King, ESA President May Berenbaum stated that "passage of 
the SMASH Act would authorize funds for a more sustainable and comprehensive approach to 
vector management" and that the legislation would promote these activities on the basis of 
"decades of entomological science and practice." 

The legislation must first be considered by the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions before it can be taken up by the full Senate.   Companion legislation (H.R. 5492) 
was introduced on June 15 in the House of Representatives by Congressmen Patrick Murphy (D-
FL) and Curt Clawson (R-FL).   The House bill's consideration by the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce is pending. 

Sources and Additional Information: 

 Text of the Senate SMASH Act can be found at https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-
congress/senate-bill/3039.    

 Text of the House SMASH Act can be found at https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-
congress/house-bill/5492/all-actions-without-amendments. 

 ESA's letter of support can be found at http://www.entsoc.org/PDF/2016/2016-
Entomological-Society-Endorses-the-SMASH-Act.pdf.    



 

ESA Publishes Two Position Statements on Insecticide Resistance Management  
 
On June 29, ESA released two position statements addressing issues related to insecticide 
resistance management (IRM) and IRM in genetically modified crops.   Each statement 
emphasizes the necessity of pesticide use and the agricultural and economic consequences of 
insect-transmitted diseases.   Though genetically modified crops are engineered to resist the 
spread of insect-borne diseases, the ESA statement notes that IRM is still critical to maintaining 
long-term food security and is an integral part of an integrated approach to pest management.  
 
Position statements are a well-respected and versatile tool for a scientific society to publicly 
establish its view on issues of public policy concern.   ESA position statements serve as an 
official way for the society to offer scientific input on many timely policy discussions.    

Sources and Additional Information: 

 The full ESA Position Statement on Insect Resistance Management for Genetically 
Modified Crops is available at 
http://www.entsoc.org/PDF/2016/EntSocAmerica_PolicyStatement_IRMGeneticallyMod
ifiedCrops.pdf. 

 The Full ESA Position Statement on Insect Resistance Management is available at 
http://www.entsoc.org/PDF/2016/EntSocAmerica_PolicyStatement_InsecticideResistanc
eMgt.pdf.    

 

CONGRESSIONAL UPDATES AND NEWS 

House and Senate Appropriations Committees Approve FY 2017 Interior Appropriations Bills  
 
On June 15 and 16, respectively, the House and Senate Appropriations Committees approved 
their versions of the fiscal year (FY) 2017 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies (Interior) 
spending bills.   The Interior appropriations legislation provides funding for the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), the U.S. Forest Service (FS), and several other agencies.   Overall, the 
House version would provide $32.1 billion and the Senate version would provide $32.03 billion 
to fund the agencies and programs within the bill. 

Similar to past years, House and Senate Democrats have criticized both versions of the 
legislation for containing policy riders aiming to limit the Obama Administration's 
environmental agenda.   The House version of the bill contains riders related to CO2 emissions 
from power plants, ozone standards, and the controversial Waters of the United States (WOTUS) 
rule.   In the Senate version, riders are included that also target WOTUS, along with others 
related to endangered species.   The contentious nature of these policy riders will ensure 
difficulty for either piece of legislation to be approved by the full House or Senate, as this bill 
has become notoriously difficult to pass as a standalone measure. 



Environmental Protection Agency  
Overall, the House bill would provide EPA with $7.98 billion, which is a decrease of $163.9 
million or 2 percent below the FY 2016 enacted level.   The Senate version proposes $8.1 billion 
overall, representing less than one percent cut.   EPA's Science and Technology (S&T) account, 
which supports all research and development activities, would receive $720.1 million in the 
House bill, which is a two percent cut compared to the FY 2016 enacted level.   The Senate 
proposes $695.9 for the S&T account overall, a 5.3 percent cut compared to FY 2016.        

U.S. Forest Service  
Both bills would cut the overall funding level for the FS.   The House bill would provide $5.4 
billion, while the Senate version proposes $5.3 billion, representing a 5.4 percent and 7.1 percent 
cut, respectively. 

Within the FS, the Forest and Rangeland Research account would receive $292 million in the 
House bill, an increase of 0.3 percent compared to the FY 2016 enacted level of $291 
million.   The Senate would decrease this account, $11 million below the FY 2016 enacted 
level.   The House version would provide $114.6 million for the Forest Health Management 
account, which is an increase of $15 million above FY 2016 enacted level.   However, the Senate 
version proposes a $7.5 million cut to the program, for a total of $92.06 million.    

Sources and Additional Information: 

 The House report is available at http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hrpt-114-
hr-fy2017-interior.pdf.    

 The Senate report is available at http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy2017-
interior-environment-and-related-agencies-appropriations-bill-report-114-281.    

 

FEDERAL AGENCY AND ADMINISTRATION UPDATES AND NEWS  

NSF Releases Analysis of Pollinator Portfolio  
 
The National Science Foundation (NSF) recently published an agency-wide analysis of their 
pollinator portfolio to identify strengths as well as areas for potential improvement within each 
directorate.   There is no singular funding program dedicated to pollinator research, but since 
2007, NSF has awarded 547 grants across all seven directorates to further research on pollinator 
populations.   Of those 547 grants, 219 remain active.   Grants were distributed among 177 
colleges and universities with research themes ranging from the behavior of monarch butterflies 
to plant-pollinator interactions and their economic impact.   In the report, NSF expands upon 
some of these funded projects to reiterate the significant effects that pollinators have on natural 
ecosystems as well as human populations and food security.   The analysis concludes that 
research into pollinator health, behavior, and economic and environmental impact has been and 
continues to be a research priority at the agency.   NSF will continue to accept research proposals 
that expand our understanding of pollinator health and plant-pollinator interactions moving 
forward. 



Sources and Additional Information:  

 The full NSF pollinator analysis is available at 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2016/nsf16101/nsf16101.pdf?WT.mc_id=USNSF_80.    

 

USDA Celebrates National Pollinator Week  
 
For the seventh consecutive year, the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) celebrated 
National Pollinator Week with a Festival on June 24.   USDA collaborated with many other 
federal agencies including the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS), and the U.S. Botanic Garden.   Activities included disseminating information 
and tools about how to protect pollinators, such as planting window boxes, and live 
demonstrations featuring many different pollinators, like birds, bats, and bees.   The USDA 
Farmers Market was held adjacent to the Festival in order to give attendees the option to 
purchase locally produced products and learn about the role of pollinators in supporting our food 
system. 

In addition to the Festival, the USDA announced a recently signed Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with two honeybee organizations, the American Honey Producers 
Association and the American Beekeeping Federation.   The MOU will facilitate ongoing 
partnership and collaboration between USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
and Farm Service Agency (FSA) with these groups to continue to expand healthy pollinator 
habitat acreage.   This MOU is also part of USDA's role in implementing the President's National 
Pollinator Strategy, announced in 2015. 

Sources and Additional Information  

 A full report on USDA activities for Pollinator Week can be found at 
http://blogs.usda.gov/2016/06/20/learn-how-to-bee-a-friend-during-usdas-pollinator-
festival-this-friday-june-24/. 

 More information about the MOU can be found at 
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentid=2016/06/0152.xml&contentid
only=true. 

 Additional resources on supporting pollinators in your community can be found at 
https://peoplesgarden.usda.gov/. 

 

Supporters of Agricultural Resources (SoAR) Hold Congressional Briefing  
 
On Thursday June 23, the Supporters of Agricultural Research (SoAR) sponsored a 
congressional briefing highlighting their recently released report: Retaking the Field: The Case 
for a Surge in Agricultural Research. The briefing included presentations by Dr. Carrie Lapaire 
Harmon, Associate Extension Specialist at the University of Florida; Dr. Woubit Salah Abdela, 



Associate Professor at the Tuskegee University College of Veterinary Medicine; Dr. Lisa Schulte 
Moore, Professor in Iowa State University's Department of Natural Resources Ecology and 
Management; and Dr. Jason Woodworth, Research Associate Professor at the Kansas State 
University College of Agriculture.   The presentations outlined the economic, health, and societal 
benefits of their research portfolios.    

Together, the speakers addressed issues of the economic cost of plant pathogens, the importance 
of early detection in both plant and animal viruses, and the value of retaining soil quality in corn 
and soybean farming.   The overall message of all of the speakers was the necessity for 
innovation in the agricultural sector to keep up with the need for a safe, nutritious food supply to 
feed the growing world population.   Without robust funding levels, we will be unable to meet 
this demand.   The briefing was well attended and was a great opportunity for members of SoAR 
to call attention to the progress being made toward meeting our future grand challenges.            

Sources and Additional Information: 

 More information about SoAR is available at http://supportagresearch.org/ 
 More information about the SoAR Retaking the Field initiative is available at 

http://supportagresearch.org/retakingthefield/.    

 


