
February 2018 

 

In this issue: 

 

 Message from the President 

 Section and Member Symposia applications due March 1 

 Student Research Travel Award (SRTA) applications due March 16 

 Announcing the Edith Patch Award for outstanding research by a MS student 

 Robert E. Snodgrass & Edith Patch Awards nominations due May 1 

 

 

Message from the President 

 

Greetings fellow SysEB members,  

 

This year marks the 10th anniversary of our modern SysEB section (a rebirth of the old “Section A” that 

existed prior to 2008). The good news is that our section has continued to grow, expanding our reach and 

is increasing the amount of support and opportunities available to our members. For example, we co-

organize the collection management workshop with ECN, now in it’s third year (details about the 2018 

workshop to come soon); we have a growing permanent endowment to support student research (with a 

particular hat-tip to John Heraty for his efforts on this front); we have a SysEB-focused journal that has 

the potential to serve as a publication outlet for our members; and we led the update of several ESA 

policy statements on collections and biodiversity. We also have several exciting new projects in the works 

that we will share with you in the near future.  

 

Despite this growth in activities, our section leadership and communication structure to both get news to 

you as well as receive your feedback has remained largely unchanged. To that end, the SysEB governing 

council is taking steps to create a more robust governance structure to ensure we can serve the needs of 

our membership most efficiently. As one example, we have created a standing committee on Awards, 

which will now handle all aspects of receiving and evaluating SysEB awards and grants. Past President 

Chris Beatty is chairing this new effort, assisted by VP-Elect Jen Zaspel, Treasurer Aaron Smith, Early 

Career Rep Will Kuhn, and Michelle Trautwein. A second phase of this initiative to streamline SysEB 

governance will include an online survey distributed to all members: you will be getting more information 

about this in the near future.  

 

Andrew Short 

President, SysEB 

 

 

Call for SysEB Section and Member symposia submissions 

The deadline for Section and Member Symposia submissions for this year’s Annual Meeting in 

Vancouver, BC is March 1. Submissions for Section Symposia should be overarching in theme to serve 

the interest of one or more sections; proposals with an engagement component are highly recommended.  

Submissions for Member Symposia may cover a wide range of topics and subject matter and may be 

more narrowly focused. To submit a symposium application please visit 

https://www.entsoc.org/events/annual-meeting 

 

 

Student Research Travel Award (SRTA) applications for 2018 are now being accepted 

https://www.entsoc.org/events/annual-meeting


The Governing Council of the Systematics, Evolution, and Biodiversity (SysEB) section invites 

applications for the Student Research Travel Award (SRTA) Program. Current undergraduate or graduate 

students who are members of the SysEB section are eligible to apply.  Travel Awards provide funding for 

student fieldwork and/or research travel to other institutions to enhance research projects. For information 

on how to apply visit https://www.entsoc.org/syseb/student-research-travel-award. Applications are due 

Friday, March 16, 2018.  

 

Announcing the Edith M. Patch Award for outstanding MS thesis research 
The SysEB Governing Council is excited to announce the creation of the Edith M. Patch Award for 

outstanding research in arthropod morphology, systematics, taxonomy, or evolution by a MS student. Our 

section has long had the Robert E. Snodgrass Award to recognize outstanding graduate student research, 

which has previously been open to both MS theses and PhD dissertations. Frequently, we have had a 

mixture of both MS and PhD applicants, which can cause difficult ‘apples-to-oranges’ comparisons in 

their evaluation.  In order to more fairly evaluate student work, and to increase the number of 

distinguished SysEB students we are able to recognize, we are creating the Patch Award for MS 

submissions and restricting the Snodgrass Award to PhD submissions. All other criteria for the two 

awards will remain the same. This change is effective immediately and will apply to the 2018 award 

cycle. The SysEB Governing Council has allocated $250 from our annual budget for the new award. The 

Snodgrass Awardee, which is funded by a permanent endowment, will receive $500. Applications will be 

due May 1, 2018. 

 

Edith M. Patch (1876-1954), a world authority on Aphids, was a professor and head of entomology at the 

University of Maine and the first women president of the Entomological Society of America. You can 

read more about Edith Patch and her legacy here: https://entomologytoday.org/2015/08/13/remembering-

edith-patch-the-first-female-president-of-the-entomological-society-of-america/ 

 

 

Snodgrass & Patch nominations for 2018 are now being accepted 

The Robert E. Snodgrass Award recognizes outstanding research by a graduate student who has 

completed a research thesis or dissertation in arthropod morphology, systematics, taxonomy, or evolution.  

Candidates must be ESA members and must have completed a graduate research thesis or dissertation in 

arthropod morphology, systematics, taxonomy, or evolution at a recognized college or university within 

two calendar years prior to the nomination submission deadline.  Nominations may be made by anyone, 

although self-nominations are encouraged. For information on all application requirements visit 

https://www.entsoc.org/syseb/awards. Applications will be due May 1, 2018. 
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