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New 2019 SysEB Officers and Reps 

 

We are excited to soon welcome three new (or returning) faces to our section leadership: Becky 

Simmons has been elected Vice-President Elect, and will start her four-year rotation on the 

SysEB Governing Council in 2019. Jack Longino has also been elected to a four-year term on 

the Editorial Board of Insect Systematics and Diversity. And finally, Carly Tribull has been 

appointed to a two-year term as our section representative to the ESA Early Career Professionals 

Committee.  

 

 

2018 Patch & Snodgrass Memorial Award Recipients 

 

SysEB is pleased to announce the recipients of our outstanding graduate student awards for 

excellence in research in arthropod morphology and evolution: Gareth S. Powell has received the 

inaugural Edith M. Patch award for outstanding research by a Masters student, and Miles Zhang 

has received the 2018 Snodgrass award for outstanding research by a doctoral student. Both 

Gareth and Miles will be presenting their research at the section business meeting in Vancouver-- 

please come here about their exciting work! 

 

 

2018 Student Research Travel Award Recipients 

 

We are excited to announce that we were able to award more than $8,200 to six SysEB Student 

Research Travel Award recipients this year! One award to an undergraduate project was 

sponsored by BioQuip Products, and we thank them for their continued support of entomological 

science! We would not be able to provide this level of support without the continued growth of 

our section’s student research endowment fund, and we thank all of you who have contributed 

over the years for making this possible.  

 

Amany Emam (Rutgers University): Project: Examining & determining the function of a new 

morphological structure of Amitermes termites in Guyana. 

BioQuip Products Undergraduate Travel Award 

 



*Joshua Gibson (University of Illinois): Project: Phylogeny, evolution & diversification of 

myrmicine trapjaw ants (Hymenoptera: Formicidae). 

 

*Adam Haberski (University of Alaska): Project: Arthropod communities across an elevational 

gradient in Denali National Park & Preserve, Alaska. 

 

Stephanie BondocKawa Mafla-Mills(Rutgers University): Project: Where the Wild Things 

Are: Diversity and Distribution of Tropical Rainforest Insects across Space and Time. 

 

Samantha Smith (University of California-Riverside): Project: Life in the web: tracing the 

evolution of spider associated thread-legged assassin bugs. 

 

*Evan Waite (Wichita State University): Project: Carabid & the Conservation Reserve Program: 

Effects of Habitat Management on Grassland Ground Beetles. 

 

 

Modernizing Section Governance 

 

One primary section objective in 2018 was to modernize our section governance structure, which 

was straining to keep up with an expanded set of duties and opportunities that have been 

available to us over the last few years. Towards these ends, the governing council has taken the 

following action: 

 

Standing Committees: We have formally created two standing committees, one on Awards which 

will handle our growing portfolio of student and recognition awards, and one on Nominations. 

Both committees draw primarily from existing SysEB volunteer positions, with one external 

member added to each. This will help better distribute responsibilities across section 

membership.  

 

Expansion of the Governing Council. We have voted to formally change both our Student and 

Early Career Professional representative from appointed to elected positions and make them full 

members of the Governing Council. This expands the size of the council from 6 to 8 members. 

Student and ECP members together comprise more than 50% of our section membership and we 

want to ensure their interests have a direct voice in our leadership. To maintain our existing term 

rotations, the Student rep will transition to an elected position in 2019 and the ECP rep in 2020, 

and be permanently elected from then on.  

 

 

ESA Statement on the Museu Nacional Fire 

 

The following statement was released by ESA and SysEB with regard to the tragic fire at the 

National Museum of Brazil: 

 

https://www.entsoc.org/esa-statement-national-museum-brazil 

 

 

Online Survey about contemporary practices in Monography 

https://www.entsoc.org/esa-statement-national-museum-brazil


 

We invite members of the systematic entomology community to participate in a survey of 

contemporary practices in monography. The survey, accessible through the link below, requests 

information from researchers on their experience with, attitudes towards, and practice 

of monographic research.  The link is shareable and members should feel welcome to share 

it. This information is being collected as part of a NSF-sponsored workshop series on 

modernizing and extending the practice of monographic research being organized by Felipe 

Zapata of UCLA and Meg Daly of OSU.  We want to understand the breadth of experience in the 

community so that we are able to identify and address the most urgent issues.  The survey is 

open to researchers from any country and at any career stage.  The survey is anonymous and no 

identifying information is collected. Completing it should take fewer than 5 minutes. If you have 

questions or concerns, please feel free to email Meg Daly (daly.66@osu.edu). 

 

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8xoMcDx6hJXw49D 

 

 

Third Entomological Collections Management Workshop 

 

The third Entomological Collections Management workshop was hosted at the California 

Academy of Sciences and the Essig Museum of Entomology on the University of California-

Berkeley campus.  This workshop, co-sponsored by the Entomological Collections Network and 

the SysEB section of ESA, was again taught by Dr. Floyd Shockley of the Smithsonian 

Institution and Dr. David Furth of Furth Museum Consulting, with supplemental lectures and 

tours provided by 10 guest lecturers and 10 tour guides.  There were 26 participants this 

year.  Over the full three years that the program has been running, a small travel grant program 

funded by NSF and administered through ESA HQ allowed 72 participants across an variety of 

institutions, career levels (researchers, curators, collection managers, collections technicians, and 

transitioning students and ECPs), and from multiple countries to come together and learn about 

Collections Management policies, and practices covering physical care, regulatory compliance, 

and digitization of entomology collections.  NSF has been approached about a second round of 

funding to continue the workshop as both ECN and SysEB members are supportive of its 

continuance, but at present it remains to be determined if it will continue, and if so in what form. 

 

 

SysEB social media in Vancouver 

 

@SysEB_Entsoc has been active on twitter for one year now.  We currently have almost 450 

followers and tweet regularly about job, studentship and grant opportunities, as well as the 

research and outreach efforts of our membership.  We also tweet a lot of just generally cool stuff 

about insects!  We’ll be tweeting regularly during the annual meeting in Vancouver, with info on 

symposia, meetings and other events.  If you are planning to be in Vancouver, or just want to 

keep up on what SysEB members are up to, please follow us, and tweet at us! 
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