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Proposal for Change of ESA-Approved Common Name 
 
1. Proposed new common name: eastern dobsonfly  
 
2. Previously approved common name (if any): dobsonfly 
 
3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): Corydalus cornutus (L.) 
 
Order: Megaloptera 
Family: Corydalidae 
 
Supporting Information 
 
4. Please provide a clear and convincing explanation for why a common name is needed, 
possibly including but not limited to the taxon’s economic, ecological, or medical 
importance, striking appearance, abundance, or conservation status: 
 
This is a proposal for a change in the existing common name “dobsonfly” to “eastern dobsonfly” 
for the species Corydalus cornutus.  This is one of the oldest established common names for 
insects, appearing on the 1921 list, as “dobson fly”, Corydalus cornuta (L.). Citation: Anonymous. 
1921. Common Names of Insects Approved for General Use by the American Association of 
Economic Entomologists.  Journal of Economic Entomology 18: 521-545. 
 
At that point in time C. cornutus was the only species of Corydalus known from North America. 
Since then three additional species have been found in the United States, all of western 
distribution. One of these, with the most extensive distribution, Corydalus texanus Banks, is 
subject of a concurrent proposal to establish a new common name for that species, “western 
dobsonfly”. 
 
The term “dobsonfly” has long been widely used, beyond the United States, far more broadly than 
to describe the single species Corydalus cornutus.  It is sometimes used to describe individuals 
within the entire family Corydalidae (see citation below), but is more commonly used more 
restrictively, referring to members of the subfamily Corydalinae, and/or all members of the genus 
Corydalus. 
 
Implied within this proposal is that the existing common name “dobsonfly” be deleted from the 
ESA list of common names.  A concurrently submitted proposal will be made to propose that it be 
used within the United States as a common name to describe Corydalus spp. 
 
This proposal does not seek to delete the present establish common name for the larval stage of 
C. cornutus – hellgrammite.    
 
Citation:  Glorioso, M. 1981.  Systematics of the dobsonfly subfamily Corydalinae (Megaloptera: 
Corydalidae). Systematic Entomology 6: 253--290 
 
5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  
 
Not Applicable 
 
6. Distribution (include references): 
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This species is generally distributed through the eastern half of North America.  It may overlap 
slightly in distribution with C. texanus, the primarily Corydalus species in western North America, 
in Texas and New Mexico. 
 
Citation:  Systematics of the dobsonfly genus Corydalus (Megaloptera: Corydalidae) 
Contreras-Ramos A. 1998. Entomological Society of America, Lanham, MD. 360 pp. 
 
BugGuide shows a distribution of this species as being east of the High Plains 
https://bugguide.net/node/view/4873/data  
 
7. Principal hosts (include references): 
 
Not Applicable 
 
8. Please provide multiple references indicating clearly that the proposed name is already 
established and ideally widespread in use. If the name has been newly coined for 
purposes of this application, please state so: 
 
The name “eastern dobsonfly” can be found in many of the commonly accessible internet sources 
searched for information by the general public including: 
BugGuide 
 
University of Florida Featured Creature – Eastern Dobsonfly 
 
Wikipedia (Corydalus cornutus)  
 
iNaturalist 
 
Use of dobsonfly for the genus Corydalus 
BugGuide 
 
9. Please identify any common names in use (include references) that have been applied 
to this taxon other than the one herein proposed.  Please justify why each alternate name 
is inadequate: 
 
Not applicable.  
 
10. Please identify any other organisms to which your proposed common name could 
apply, giving careful consideration to closely related taxa. Please justify why the proposed 
common name is (i) unsuitable for each of those taxa and/or (ii) better suited for the 
proposed taxon: 
 
None.  This is the only member of the genus Corydalus that is present in eastern North America. 
 
11. Please document your efforts to consult with entomologists (including taxonomic 
specialists), colleagues, or other professionals who work with the taxon as to the 
suitability and need for the proposed common name. Please note that this is an important 
element of your proposal; proposals that do not document these steps are less likely to be 
successful. 
 
I have discussed this on many occasions with our taxonomist at Colorado State University, Boris 
Kondratieff, who works all the aquatic taxa.  He is in agreement with this proposal. 
 
This proposal has been in consideration for a long period.  One letter regarding this subject of 
“dobsonflies”, sent to a member of this committee (Mike Merchant) was from the former ESA-
Liaison of the ESA CN committee, John Oswald, a specialist in Neuropterida:  

https://bugguide.net/node/view/4873/data
https://bugguide.net/node/view/4873
http://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/eastern_dobsonfly.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corydalus_cornutus
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/126712-Corydalus-cornutus
https://bugguide.net/node/view/4872
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From: John Oswald <j-oswald@tamu.edu> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 9, 2019 6:19 PM 
To: Mike E. Merchant <Michael.Merchant@ag.tamu.edu> 
Subject: RE: A Common Name item for pondering - Megaloptera 
  
Hi Mike, 
     Well… common names are what people want to make them… and there are various usages 
out there. In English, I have seen “dobsonfly” or “Dobsonfly” used informally for family 
Corydalidae, subfamily Corydalinae (the subfamily to which Corydalus belongs), and “fishfly” 
used informally for family Corydalidae, subfamily Chauliodinae (note that these are the only two 
extant subfamilies of Corydalidae worldwide). That’s kind of how I think about them, so restricting 
“dobsonfly” to just the genus Corydalus might be a bit restrictive. There are 4 known species of 
Corydalus that make it up north of the Mexican border into the U.S. (most of the ca. 50 species of 
Corydalus are central and South American). Corydalus cornutus is the common species of the 
eastern U.S. The other three species are “western” – approximately middle of Texas and farther 
west. Of those three, C. texanus is the most common and widely distributed (widely distributed in 
the montane southwestern U.S., at the northern end of a range extending south into central 
America). But we also have C. luteus (which gets up into southern and central TX, also at the 
northern end of a range down into central America), and C. bidenticulatus (known at the northern 
end of its mostly Mexican range from a few specimens from AZ). Based on this, there is some 
logical support for a (U.S.-centric) distinction of a “western dobsonfly” and “eastern dobsonfly” for 
the two more common species C. texanus and C. cornutus; but there are also a couple of other 
“western” species (but neither is very common or widespread in the U.S.). Although 
“hellgrammite” is probably most commonly applied to the larva of the eastern C. cornutus, it is 
also widely used more generally for the larvae of all Corydalidae, which is the usage that I would 
argue for (if I wanted to argue about such things… which I don’t…). 
Cheers, 
John 
  
 
John D. Oswald 
Professor of Entomology 
Curator, Texas A&M University Insect Collection 
Department of Entomology 
Texas A&M University 
College Station, TX  77843-2475 
 
Proposed by:  Whitney Cranshaw  
 
Address: Department of Agricultural Biology (new name), Box 1177, Colorado State University, 
Fort Collins, CO  80521   
 
E-mail: whitney.cranshaw@colostate.edu 
 
Phone: 970-402-3402 (cell) 
 
Date submitted: March 25, 2020 
 


