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Entomological Society of America 
Proposal Form for New Common Name or  
Change of ESA-Approved Common Name 
 
 
Complete this form and e-mail to pubs@entsoc.org. 
Submissions will not be considered unless this form is filled out completely. 
 
The proposer is expected to be familiar with the rules, recommendations, and procedures 
outlined in the “Use and Submission of Common Names” on the ESA website at 
https://www.entsoc.org/pubs/use-and-submission-common-names.  
 
1. Proposed new common name: Soybean gall midge 
 
 
2. Previously approved common name (if any): none 
 
 
3. Scientific name (genus, species, author): 
 
Resseliella maxima Gagné 
 
Order: Diptera 
 
Family: Cecidomyiidae 
 
 
Supporting Information 
 
4. Please provide a clear and convincing explanation for why a common name is needed, 
possibly including but not limited to the taxon’s economic, ecological, or medical 
importance, striking appearance, abundance, or conservation status: 
 
Previously found sporadically late in the season on soybeans in August in Nebraska and South 
Dakota, in 2018 this insect was found to infest soybeans starting in late June in 66 counties in 
Nebraska, South Dakota, Iowa and Minnesota.  Up to 100% mortality of plants was found on field 
borders, with damage decreasing further into the field.  Investigations in 2018 provided adults and 
larvae which were submitted to Dr. Raymond Gagne, retired USDA-ARS taxonomist and gall 
midge specialist. Based on morphological and DNA analyses he and collaborators identified this 
as a previously undescribed species, Resseliella maxima Gagné. 
 
University and industry scientists from the affected states began multiple studies in 2018 and are 
planning studies for 2019.  Several grant proposals have been submitted and were funded or are 
pending.  Given the regional distribution of this newly described economically important insect, it 
is important that one widely recognized common name be available to communicate with the 
public about our research results and management recommendations. 
 
 

https://www.entsoc.org/pubs/use-and-submission-common-names
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5. Stage or characteristic to which the proposed common name refers.  
(If the description involves a physical feature, it is strongly encouraged that an image of the 
organism be provided with this submission.) 
 
Refers to all stages.  The name is chosen because it is a gall midge which feeds on soybeans. It 
is the only member of the family in the U. S. which is known to cause economic damage to 
soybeans. 
 
 
6. Distribution (include references): 
 
Found damaging soybeans in 2018 in 66 counties in Nebraska, Iowa, South Dakota and 
Minnesota.  Previously found damaging soybeans in localized areas of Nebraska. 
 
Gagné et al.  (2019) Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash.  121(2) pp. 168–177. 
 
McMechan, J., T. Hunt and R. Wright. 2018. Soybean Gall Midge: Adult Stage Identified 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/soybean-gall-midge-adult-stage-identified 
 
 
7. Principal hosts (include references): 
 
To date it has only been found feeding on soybeans, Glycine max.   
 
 
8. Please provide multiple references indicating clearly that the proposed name is already 
established and ideally widespread in use. If the name has been newly coined for 
purposes of this application, please state so: 
 
The common name soybean gall midge has been used in the following publications from 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Iowa State University, South Dakota State University and North 
Dakota State University: 
 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/soybean-gall-midge-adult-stage-identified 
 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2019/soybean-gall-midge-emerging-pest-soybeans 
 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/OnFarmResearch/Soybean%20Gall%20Midge%20On-
Farm%20Protocol.pdf 
 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/soy-gall-midge-roundtable 
 
https://blog-crop-news.extension.umn.edu/2018/08/soybeanorange-gall-midge-new-
insect.html 
 
https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2018/07/new-soybean-pest-iowa-soybean-
gall-midge 
 
Soybean gall midge: a new field crop pest 
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/15512 
 
Soybean gall midge confirmed in 12 Iowa counties 
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/isu-extension-and-outreach-entomologists-identify-new-
soybean-pest 

https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/soybean-gall-midge-adult-stage-identified
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/soybean-gall-midge-adult-stage-identified
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2019/soybean-gall-midge-emerging-pest-soybeans
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/OnFarmResearch/Soybean%20Gall%20Midge%20On-Farm%20Protocol.pdf
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/OnFarmResearch/Soybean%20Gall%20Midge%20On-Farm%20Protocol.pdf
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/soy-gall-midge-roundtable
https://blog-crop-news.extension.umn.edu/2018/08/soybeanorange-gall-midge-new-insect.html
https://blog-crop-news.extension.umn.edu/2018/08/soybeanorange-gall-midge-new-insect.html
https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2018/07/new-soybean-pest-iowa-soybean-gall-midge
https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2018/07/new-soybean-pest-iowa-soybean-gall-midge
https://store.extension.iastate.edu/product/15512
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/isu-extension-and-outreach-entomologists-identify-new-soybean-pest
https://www.extension.iastate.edu/news/isu-extension-and-outreach-entomologists-identify-new-soybean-pest
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https://extension.sdstate.edu/soybean-gall-midge-what-we-know-so-far 
 
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/cpr/entomology/new-soybean-gall-midge-found-in-other-states-
08-30-18 
 
9. Please identify any common names in use (include references) that have been applied 
to this taxon other than the one herein proposed.  Please justify why each alternate name 
is inadequate: 
 
Orange gall midge has been used in some extension publications, referring to the orange color of 
the mature larvae.  This name is inadequate because several other cecidomyiids have orange 
larvae, but are not pests of soybeans. 
 
Orange gall midge was used in the following newsletter articles: 
 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/survey-orange-gall-midge 
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/orange-gall-midge-soybeans 
 
10. Please identify any other organisms to which your proposed common name could 
apply, giving careful consideration to closely related taxa. Please justify why the proposed 
common name is (i) unsuitable for each of those taxa and/or (ii) better suited for the 
proposed taxon: 
 
Resseliella maxima is the only cecidomyiid known in the U. S. which feeds on soybeans.  A 
species from Japan, Resseliella soya (Monzen) (no common name) lives inside leaf veins and 
petioles of soybean (Gagné et al. 2019). 
 
The soybean pod gall midge, Asphondylia yushimai, is found in Asia and feeds on the pod not 
the stem of soybeans (Yukawa et al 2003). 
 
Gagné, R. J., J. Yukawa, A. K. Elsayed and A. J. McMechan. 2019. A new pest species of Resseliella 
(Diptera: Cecidomyiidae) on soybean (Fabaceae) in North America with a description of the 
genus.   Proc. Entomol. Soc. Wash.  121(2) pp. 168–177. https://doi.org/10.4289/0013-
8797.121.2.168 
 
Yukawa, J., N. Uechi, M. Horikiri and M. Tuda. 2003. Description of the soybean pod gall midge, 
Asphondylia yushimai sp. n. (Diptera: Cecidomyiidae), a major pest of soybean and findings of 
host alternation. Bulletin of Entomological Research 93(1):73-86 
 
11. Please document your efforts to consult with entomologists (including taxonomic 
specialists), colleagues, or other professionals who work with the taxon as to the 
suitability and need for the proposed common name. Please note that this is an important 
element of your proposal; proposals that do not document these steps are less likely to be 
successful. 
 
The other agricultural entomologists who are working on this insect (Dr. Justin McMechan, 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Dr. Tom Hunt, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Dr. Erin Hodgson, 
Iowa State University; Dr. Adam Varenhorst, South Dakota State University, Bruce Potter, 
University of Minnesota) as well as Dr. Raymond Gagné support this proposal.  See attached 
emails. 
 

https://extension.sdstate.edu/soybean-gall-midge-what-we-know-so-far
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/cpr/entomology/new-soybean-gall-midge-found-in-other-states-08-30-18
https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/cpr/entomology/new-soybean-gall-midge-found-in-other-states-08-30-18
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/survey-orange-gall-midge
https://cropwatch.unl.edu/2018/orange-gall-midge-soybeans
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Proposed by: Robert J. Wright, Professor of Entomology 
 
Address: 213 Entomology Hall, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Department of 
Entomology, Lincoln NE 68583-0816 
 
E-mail: rwright2@unl.edu 
 
Phone: 402-472-2128 
 
Date submitted: 16 May 2019 
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Figs. 1–2. Resseliella maxima. 1, Larvae in 
soybean stem. 2, Adult female. 
Gagne et al. 2019 


